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MISSION AND VISION STATEMENT 

“To grow as a Christ-centred Church so that each Parish can support a Rector and become a 

forming centre of Spirituality, Mission and Ministry.” 

THEME 

“Encounter and Conversation with Jesus Christ: Put out into the deep water and let down your nets 

for a catch.” (Luke5:4) 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM 

MODISA – The Shepherd 

One of my favourite musicians. 

Louis Armstrong sings: “C‟estsi 

bon”. That‟s what French people 

say, when they‟re thrilled with 

romance, … my darling, c‟estsi 

bon!”.  

C‟estsi bon, the title of the song, 

means „it‟s so good‟.  

But I also read somewhere that 

the French word for „blesser‟ can 

also mean „to wound‟.  Reading 

Matthews account of the birth of 

our Lord makes it clear that the 

child who is born in Bethlehem 

brings God‟s eternal blessing into 

a broken world, yet within a short 

time of his birth, an act of 

genocide is committed.  

The special child also invoked 

terrible violence. (…next page) 
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It‟s almost as if the forces of evil 

struck back against God‟s 

blessing. And it continued to strike 

back at God‟s blessing, because 

thirty-three years later, the child 

who came to bless died a violent 

death. But this special child did 

more than die a violent death. He 

turned the curse of violence into a 

blessing. The One who came to 

bless ended up being the 

wounded one, and in this respect 

the French word for blesser is apt.  

 

The story of Christmas is not just 

a cozy nativity scene, where a 

smiling baby lies on a bed of clean 

straw, and the stars shine brightly 

upon him and his mother. The 

reality is that the manger in which 

the new born child was placed 

stank of animal poo and urine. 

The manger was in a stable in 

which animals were kept. And the 

animals were not potty-trained! 

So one of the wise men had the 

good sense to include in the gifts 

they brought a fragrant incense to 

dispel the smells in which the 

Christ child lay.  

The birth of the baby whom we 

remember and celebrate at this 

time is a Saviour. He is a Saviour 

who saves and blesses not by an 

act of transcendent power but by 

surrendering himself to the very 

woundedness he had come to 

heal. “And being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient to 

death – even death on a cross.” 

(Phil.2:8). 

 

Can woundedness be a blessing? I 

often think of serious illness as a 

time when God forces the sick to 

lie down – so that the only thing 

the sick and helpless can do is to 

look up. Often this posture, this 

forced withdrawal from normal 

life, leads one to contemplate the 

deeper things in life – like one‟s 

relationship with God, with loved 

ones, the purpose of life, and 

what one‟s life is about. Yes, 

blessings can flow from 

woundedness.  

 

At the end of his earthly life, the 

wounded and dying Christ blessed 

the dying man next to him with 

the promise of an entry into 

paradise. That‟s turning 

woundedness into blessing! 

 

As we celebrate Christmas, let‟s 

give thanks for everything that is 

in the cup that constitute our 

lives. And if there is woundedness 

in there, consider the Child God 

has blessed us with to show how 

to deal with woundedness. Our 

Saviour is born. Alleluia! 

 

Connie and the boys join me in 

extending this blessing to you: 

 

May the joy of the angels, the 

goodwill of the wise men, and the 

peace and blessing of the Christ-

Child be yours over this Christmas 

tide.  

 

CHRISTMAS 

GREETINGS...... 

 
 

 

 
MmaBishop in white dress, with Paulina Tlaka in jacket,  

whooping it up in merriment with Clergy wives to wish  

the Diocesan family a blessed Christmas Season 
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ARCHBISHOP THABO ON 

HUMAN SEXUALITY DEBATE  
 

By George Mahlaela 

The 34th Session of the Provincial 

Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa held in September 
2016 in Benoni, debated, once 

more, human sexuality amongst 
other matters and motions. The 

issue of pastoral care to people of 

gay and lesbian orientation who are 
in committed same-sex 

relationships affects many in the 
church including clergy persons, 

directly or indirectly.  

  
 The Anglican Church Province 

covers Anglicans in Angola, 
Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, 

South Africa, Swaziland and St 
Helena Island. Only South Africa 

allows people of the same gender 

to marry under civil law. 
 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 
explained that “When the Church 

refers to marriage, we mean 

marriage in Church, by the Church, 
which our Canons - the laws that 

govern us - call 'Holy Matrimony'. 
So usually refer to marriage in the 

eyes of the State as 'civil unions'. 

The two are quite distinct from one 
another.” 

 
Motions 

The motion that bishops should be 
allowed to license clergy who 

identify as LGBTI, and are in legal 

same-sex civil unions under South 
African law, to minister in parishes 

was withdrawn by the proposers 
before debate began. 

 

Another motion proposed was that 
a Bishop may “provide for prayers 

of blessing to be offered for those 
in same sex civil unions” and clearly 

the motion is not that clergy should 
be able actually to marry same-sex 

couples under Church law. 

This motion failed to achieve a 

simple majority in all Houses of 
Bishops, Clergy and Laity. The 

Bishops voted 16 for and 6 against 

the motion; the Clergy 42 for and 
34 against; and the Laity 41 for and 

25 against. Two thirds majority not 
attained in all three houses.  

 

The democratic results were 
accepted by all. “The debate is not 

over. Without trying to predict its 
ultimate outcome, or to suggest 

what that should be, it was notable 
that a number of opponents of the 

motion did not reject it out of hand, 

but suggested instead that opinion 
in our Church was not yet ready for 

such a move. As it was, the degree 
of support for the motion was quite 

substantial if you compare us to 

other African provinces of the 
Anglican Church, most of which are 

vigorously opposed to same-sex 
unions in any form. This was the 

first time this issue has been 

seriously debated by our Church, 
and representatives are free to 

raise it again at future synods,” said 
Archbishop Thabo. 

 
The Archbishop further sais the 

Anglican Church, like South Africa 

as a nation, has previously provided 
an example to the world on how to 

overcome differences over issues 
that people feel strongly about, 

such as sanctions against apartheid 

and the ordination of women as 
priests.  

 
He expressed hope that those on 

both sides of this debate will 
overcome their differences in a way 

that will be an example to the rest 

of the Anglican Communion, which 
is as divided over the issue as 

Anglicans in Southern Africa are. 

The Archbishop, who was 

disappointed by the outcome of the 
debate, expressed a message of 

support to the Anglican and other 

lesbian and gay sisters and 
brothers.  

 
Diocesan representatives at the 
Provincial Synod in Benoni with 

Lorraine Khoza, on right, then AWF 
Provincial President 

 

“If one of you, my church 

members, is in pain, then I am in 
pain too. The pain on both sides of 

the debate in Synod was palpable 
and no one celebrated or 

applauded the outcome. There are 

no winners or losers in the Kingdom 
of God, and we recognised that 

whichever way the vote went, there 
was going to be pain,” lamented 

the Archbishop.  
 

He closed by assuring the LGBTI 

brothers and sisters that they are 
loved by God; that they are all 

baptised, believing and faithful 
persons, regardless of sexual 

orientation; that they are full 

members of the Body of Christ; that 
the Church recognise that many are 

baptised and confirmed members of 
the Church and are seeking the 

pastoral care, moral direction of the 
Church, and Gods transforming 

power for the living of their lives 

and the ordering of their 
relationships.  

 
The Archbishop at the end said “We 

urge you to stick with us to play 

your full part in the deliberations to 
come!” 
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MODISA - THE 

SHEPHERD  - 

SPEAKS 

(DSC 19 

November 2016) 

Introduction 

The parable of the ten pounds in 

Luke 19:26 “I tell you, to all those 

who have, more will be given; but 

from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away” 

reminds me of the risk God took in 

giving His Son Jesus Christ for our 

salvation. God continues to take 

risks with us. He has called us, and 

blessed us with the grace to 

respond to His call. He equips us 

for the work that He has called us 

to do. It seems only fair that we 

should return the favour and take a 

risk with God as well. If we do not 

put our faith in the God of 

providence and take a risk with God 

by putting our trust in Him, then 

the little faith we have will be taken 

away from us. The little we have 

will be given to those who reveal 

faith in God by putting their trust in 

Him, and taking risks to grow what 

He has entrusted to them.  

Diocesan Budget 
I am therefore at ease with the 

worrying numbers in the 2017 
budget that forecast a sizeable 

deficit for next year. My lack of 
anxiety stems from the fact that we 

are doing God‟s work. Our lack of 

finance shouldn‟t prevent us from 
proceeding with mission and 

ministry. God is faithful, and will 
fund our mission. God is faithful 

and will bless our ministry.  We are 

part of the first section of Jesus‟ 
teaching “to all those who have, 

more will be given”. We have been 
blessed with gifts of faith, 

fellowship, leadership, 

administrative infrastructure, 
churches to worship in, and an 

abundance of talents and good will 

that reside amongst the chief asset 

that God has blessed us with – His 
people, the community of faith in 

the Diocese. We are „those who 
have‟, and the promise is that to 

those who have, more will be given 

to them. That is, if we fund our 
risks with God. 

So I ask that we should not be filled 

with gloom as we consider a deficit 
of almost one million rand. We shall 

do the Lord‟s work, and trust God 
to provide. We shall be faithful to 

our calling, and trust God for the 

growth in our church. Clergy shall 
invest themselves fully in their 

ministry amongst God‟s people, and 
their diligence and enthusiasm will 

be rewarded. 

 

The Right Revd Allan Kannemeyer, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Pretoria 

At the same time we shall be 

prudent in our management of our 
finances. We shall not hesitate to 

make the tough calls to curb 
wasteful and fruitless expenditure, 

or to put our practices under the 

spotlight to determine if we are 
good stewards of that which is 

entrusted to us.  
We are expecting a report from the 

Good Governance Committee soon.  
This Committee was tasked: 

 

 To review the governance 
structures, arrangements and 
practices of the Diocese and make 
recommendations for their 
improvement, taking into account 
the requirements of good 
governance, of effective and 
efficient governance, and what is 
fit for purpose. 

The Diocese should therefore be at 

peace in the knowledge that the 

leadership is doing what it can to 

ensure that we deal prudently with 
the gifts that are entrusted to us. 

#FeesMustFall 

We have had to take note in recent 
months of the sad disruptions to 

the academic programs, the 

violence, destruction to property, 
and arrests of student leaders on 

our tertiary campuses. Sixteen 
student leaders from University of 

Pretoria were incarcerated and 
awaited trial.  

I wish us to affirm with lecturers, 

student leaders, parents and church 

leaders the following statement: 

● That the events unfolding on our 
campuses are symptomatic of a 
nation „at war‟ with itself – 
growing inequality, black pain an 
institutionalized racism, unbridled 
greed, public plunder, and 
compromised leadership, all 
colluded to create a national 
crisis; 

● That the events unfolding on our 
campuses are symptomatic of a 
deeper battle for the soul of the 
university, questioning the very 
nature of our institutions of higher 
learning; 

● The courageous students who 
articulated, in words and actions, 
the pain we would not see; the 
anger we dared not confront; the 
inequalities too ghastly to 
contemplate – we need to hear 
their voices, see their actions and 
respond! 

● The civil society organizations, 
including churches, church leaders 
and Christians who in these times 
have stood in the gap as 
witnesses to peace, observers, 
mediators and prophets. Now is 
the time for us to rethink, re-
imagine and reassert our roles as 
theologians, Faculties and Schools 
of Theology and Religion within 
the context of a deepening crisis 
in Higher Education in South 
Africa. Instead of condemning 
students‟ reactions as merely 
emotional, anger and frustration, 
let us take time to listen and 
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engage – we have been deeply 
moved by the rigorous and 
reflective way in which students 
engage each other, debating the 
issues at hand, both rationally and 
emotionally, constructing visions 
and strategies together, 
expressing their deep humanity 
whilst refusing to be dehumanized 
or prescribed to by others coming 
from positions of aloofness and 
privilege. (From “A Call for Critical 
Engagement” 20 October 2016 by 
Pretoria Bishops). 

 

At the same time we hold before 
God the anxiety of parents who 

have invested so much in the 

education of their children, only to 
see the threat of the academic year 

going to waste. We hope and pray 
that the efforts to save the 

academic year will bear fruit, and 

that the voices of students and 
others who campaign for an 

improved dispensation will not go 
unheard. 

 

SaveSA 
The story of Rip van Winkle comes 

to mind when one considers the 
apathy that has come over South 

African civil society since 1994. The 

SaveSA campaign, which hosted a 
People‟s Assembly Against State 

Capture in our Cathedral on 
November 2, seems to have 

awakened a new wave of civil 
participation in resisting a host of 

corrupt and unsavoury practices 

which have characterised our 
national life in recent years. The 

campaign is endorsed by the 
Archbishop of Cape Town and our 

members are encouraged to rise 

and participate in activities that are 
aimed at giving voice to our 

disapproval of corruption. We need 
a government and leaders who can 

inspire confidence. If they don‟t 
then we must rise and 

communicate our disapproval. 

The Kingdom and the New 

Website 

I conclude with the good news that 

the Diocesan newsletter and the 
Diocesan website have been 

revived. They continue to be work 
in progress and should be 

supported with constructive inputs. 

For this we must thank the Bishop‟s 
Warden, George Mahlaela, and his 

small team of dedicated members. 
Both these have been inactive for a 

good while.  
 

The Kingdom is available in 

electronic form, and the website 
can be viewed at 

www.dioceseofpretoria.org.za 

OUR NEW 

DEAN  
By Kuti Mulaudzi 

Revd Dr Kenneth Mashishi has 

been appointed by Bishop Allan 
Kannemeyer as the new Dean of 

the Diocese of Pretoria and the 
Rector of the Cathedral Parish of St. 

Alban the Martyr with effect from 1 

January 2016. He will also assume 
the responsibility for the Cathedral 

Archdeaconry which includes St 
Saviour, Pretoria West.  

Fr Kenneth whose qualifications are 

a Diploma in Theology, BA 
Theology, Masters in Divinity and a 

PhD in Ministry is well known to the 
Parish of St Alban the Martyr as a 

frequent visitor. His family worships 
there. His daughter, Nokuthula, is a 

member of that Parish Council. 

 
Revd Dr Kenneth Mashishi with family. 

From left to right: Bonolo Mashishi, 
daughter, Mrs Monica Mashishi, wife 
and Nokuthula Mashishi, daughter 

He is currently the Liaison Clergy of 

the Anglican Chaplains in the 
SANDF  - Navy, Air force, Army and 

the South African Military Health 
Services. He is also the Chief 

Chaplain, Chief Specialist and Head 

of the Department of Pastoral 
Services at 1 Military Hospital in 

Thaba Tshwane, Pretoria. He is well 
learned and has many years of 

experience within the wider Church, 
and closer to home, as an Assistant 

Priest at the Cathedral between 

1996 and 1998. 

 He is also currently an Assistant 
Priest at Christ the King, Thaba 

Tshwane and St. Timothy, the 
Reeds in the Diocese of Pretoria. He 

hails from Mamelodi, and is married 
to Monica. They have three children 

Neo, Nokuthula and Bonolo, and 

two grandchildren. 

We give thanks to God for this 
milestone in the life of the Parish. 

We look forward to welcoming 
Father Kenneth and his family in 

their new role at the Cathedral. 
Please pray for them for a smooth 

transition and for Father Kenneth to 

continue to fulfil his ministry in his 
new calling as Dean and Rector of 

the Cathedral. The Parish Council 
will ask him to visit the Cathedral 

on a date to be announced in order 

to formally introduce him to the 
Parish. 

 

 
 

Fr Kenneth with wife Monica on the left 
at the Hennops River Mothers’ Union 

Conference. Looking on with 

amusement is Kgomotso Matlaila, 
Presiding of Hennops River MU 

http://www.dioceseofpretoria.org.za/
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MARKS OF 

MISSION 

By Revd Canon Foster 

The “Marks of Mission” are 

presented below to link the 
Diocese with the Provincial Synod 

2016 resolutions on the 
environment. 

The Five Marks of Mission are an 

important statement on mission 
which expresses the Anglican 

Communion‟s common 
commitment to, and 

understanding of, God‟s 
holistic/integral mission. 

The Anglican Communion is the 

family of Anglicans in the world. 

The first Mark of Mission, identified 

at the sixth meeting of the 
Anglican Consultative Council in 

1984 (ACC-6) with personal 

evangelism, is really a summary of 
what all mission is about, because 

it is based on Jesus‟ own summary 
of his mission.  

Matthew 4:17, Mark 1:14-15, Luke 

4:18, Luke 7:22; cf. John 3:14-17.  

Instead of being just one, albeit 

the first, of five distinct activities, 
this should be the key statement 

about everything we do in mission. 

The Five Marks of Mission are: 

 Proclaiming the Good News of 

the Kingdom 

 Teaching, baptising and 

nurturing new believers 
 Responding to human need by 

loving service 

 Transforming unjust structures of 

society, to challenge violence of 
every kind and pursue peace and 

reconciliation 

 Striving to safeguard the 

integrity of creation, and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth 

Ref: Bonds of Affection-1984 ACC-
6 p49, Mission in a Broken World-

1990 ACC-8 p101 

 
Bishop Allan flanked by the Dean-

elect Revd Dr Kenneth Mashishi on 

the left and Revd Rudolph Paulse who 

is currently indisposed. We all wish Fr 

Rudi of Laudium God’s healing mercy 

and blessings 

MORE 

PROVINCIAL 

SYNOD 

DECISIONS  
By George Mahlaela  

 

Environment as another 
function of the Council 

Canon 28 of Parish Council and 
Canon 29 of Church/Chapel 

Wardens were amended to provide 

for the inclusion of the 
environment as another function 

of the Council. The duties of the 
Church/Chapel Wardens will also 

be to develop and implement a 
policy for ecologically sound 

management of grounds, buildings 

and behaviour. 

ACSA Environment Policy   
ACSA Environmental Network has 

been asked to draw up a 
comprehensive environment policy 

that clearly sets out the Anglican 

Church commitment to become 
more ecologically sustainable in all 

that it does.  
 

The policy scope would, 
necessarily, include the 

development of the church 

theology, theological education, 
the church understating of mission 

and ministry, liturgical revision, 
use of various resources, financial 

investments, and commitment to 

sustainability in the vision for the 
church and the world. 

 
Dioceses are encouraged to adopt 

this policy. 
 

Spiritual formation of children 

and youth 
Focus in 2017 will be the “Year of 

the Young” inclusive of children 
and youth. 12 monthly themes will 

be developed to make this real in 

the parishes.  
 

The proposal, goals and objective 
of the resolution will be 

communicated to parishes for 
embracing and ownership. The 

report is to be used as a basis for 

a Season of Intentional 
Discipleship for children and youth 

as recommended by the Anglican 
Communion. The report being 

provided by the Training Academy 

is recommended to develop a 
strategic implementation plan for 

the children and youth ministry. 
 

Anglican Youth involvement 

Parishes, Diocesan and Provincial 

structures are encouraged to 

include at least 25% 

representation of young people in 

the decision making and 

implementation of initiatives in the 

structures of the church. 

 

Dioceses are asked to report back 

on progress in this regard to the 

next sitting of the Provincial 

Standing Committee. A full report 

will be submitted to the next 

sitting of Provincial Synod in 2019.  

 

Dioceses are to commit to finding 
ways to include and involve more 

young people in the life and work 
of the church and providing 
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education and training for 

potential young leaders. 
 

New Funeral Policy 
All Anglican parishioners should be 

received for burial in church 

without discrimination. All families 
should be entitled to similar 

pastoral care. In order to secure 
this protection for our people, all 

funerals should be conducted by 
clergy or under the close oversight 

of incumbents in order to ensure 

that equitable pastoral care is 
offered to all. No improper 

demands should be made either at 
the time of a death or in the 

normal life of the church as a 

prerequisite for access to a funeral 

in the parish church. 
Provincial Liturgical 

Committee 

All Dioceses have been asked to 
take note of the re-launching of 

Translation Committees working 
with the Liturgical Committee.   

Dioceses are to identify and train a 
new generation of liturgists who 

will ensure the ongoing 

development of suitable liturgies 
for the “unfolding tradition ... of 

our liturgical heritage.” (APB ‟89, 
General Preface) 
 

Experimental use of a 
collection of South African 

Hymnody 

A collection of South African 

hymnody has been assembled.  
Dioceses and Parishes are 

requested to use it for 
experimental purpose alongside 

established Anglican hymnals.  

 
This experimental collection is the 

Provincial endeavour to encourage 
local hymn singing and writing, 

particularly in multi-lingual 
Parishes. Parish choirs, poets and 

musicians are encouraged to 

engage in this endeavour which is 
overseen by the Provincial 

Liturgical Committee. Provincial 
Synod has affirmed and 

encourages this. 

 

GOD 

LOVED  

US FIRST 
By Revd Jonathan Londt 

Speaking to the Diocesan Clergy 

and Wardens at their Conference 
at St Stephen‟s, Lyttleton, on the 5 

November 2016, Bishop Allan 
Kannemeyer addressed the 2017 

Budget and its challenges and 

delivered a telling teaching on 
money.  

He said money influences the way 

we live and how we relate to 
others; that money doesn‟t bring 

us happiness but can open doors; 
and that we should pray and read 

scriptures to be properly 

influenced to do good deeds with 
money.  
 

Bishop Allan said the manner in 
which our Lord Jesus Christ 

emphasises the influence of 

money, has an impact on us 
spiritually, physically and socially. 

  

„Where your treasure is, there your 
heart is. God loved us first and we 

are merely responding to his love.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We acknowledge his love as 
recipients of God‟s grace and 

generosity. We therefore need to  
do what is expected of us and give 

God first from our earnings,” said 

the Bishop. 
 

Bishop appealed to the Clergy and 
Wardens to approach the 

challenge of the almost R1.0 

million deficit for 2017 to 
prayerfully come up with a plan to 

reduce the deficit. 
 

 
Miggie Gardiner and Ruth Shiang 

being congratulated for their long and 

loyal service to St Stephen’s Parish 

 

Long, loyal service recognised 

 

 

 
 

 

During the Eucharist Service at the 
Conference, Bishop Allan affirmed 

the ministry and sacrifices of two 
St Stephen retirees, Ruth Shiang 

and Miggie Gardiner. He referred 

to them as „living saints‟.  “We give 
thanks to God for the ministry and 

dedication of Ruth Shiang and 
Miggie Gardiner.  Ruth is retiring 

after 29 years of unbroken service 

as a general worker in the parish. 
Ruth, with soft and gentle nature, 

never argued with anyone and was 
a gentle soul,” said Bishop Allan. 

 

 He further said “Miggie Gardiner 
will retire at the end of December 

after 36 years as the Parish 
Organist. She has been a loyal 

servant, dedicating her life to God 
and his church. She has also 

served five Rectors. Miggie was a 

mentor and mother to the Choir 
and bands that previously 

ministered to the Parish.”  
 

Apart from being the organist, 

Miggie also taught many music 
students in the Lyttleton 

community. For all the years she 
was the organist, she never 

charged the church a cent. 
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PICTORIAL KINGDOM 

 

Pictures by Johnny Mohale at the AWF 25th Provincial Conference and 50th Anniversary 
Celebrations hosted by the Diocese on the 19 – 23 October 2016 at the Cathedral and 

Alpha Training Centre, Broederstroom  

 

 
Lorraine Khoza, past AWF Provincial 
President, centre, cutting the guild’s 

birthday cake  

 
Servers lead the procession into the 

Cathedral  

 

 
Clergy at the St Alban’s Cathedral 

Opening and Welcome Service for AWF 
Provincial Conference representatives 

 

 
AWF Diocesan President Peggy Kambule 
presents token of appreciation to Bishop 

Daniel Kgomosotho of Mpumalanga 

 

The Closing date 
for electronic 
submission of 
articles and 

photos is 14 days 
after every DSC 

meeting 
 

 
Diocesan AWF Chaplain, Revd Canon 
Patricia Ohlson, centre, with Bishop 

Daniel and Monica, wife 

 
Attentive quests  

 
Gumboot Dancers in full beat at the 

AWF function 

 

 

Lesedi Cultural Village Dancers entertain 
guests 
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PICTORIAL KINGDOM 

Pictures by Johnny Mohale at the Hennops Rivers Mothers’ Union Conference held at 

Alpha Training Centre, Broederstroom on the 19 – 20 November 2016  

 
Connie Kannemeyr is presented with a 

gift by Ruth Thabane 

 
Hennops River MU Presiding, 

Kgomotso Matlaila, centre, partying 
with her committee 

 
All smiles by Hennops River MU 

ladies  

 

 

Pictures by Johnny Mohale at the Admission Service of new members of Mothers’ Union 

and Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild on 13 November 2016 at St Michael and All Saints, 

Sunnyside 

 
Fr Albert Mkhonza admitting new MU 

members 

 

 
New members of MU and BMMG at 

Sunnyside 

 
Praise and worship at St 

Michael and All Saints  

  

PICTURES BY BRIAN NGOAKO AT THE BISHOP’S THANKSGIVING DINNER FOR CLERGY 

AND SPOUSES ON THE 9 DECEMBER 2016 AT LYTTLETON CIVIC HALL  

 
MERRY AND JOYOUS 

 
QUIET FUN 

 
HAPPILY JOINING IN THE FUN 
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PICTOIAL KINGDOM 

 

Photos from Irene Homes  

 

Irene Homes‟ MISSION is to provide residential and day care support and skills training 
to women and men who are intellectually disabled, of all Christian denominations and 
other faiths, with the ultimate goal of improved self awareness, self-growth and job 
creation. Their VISION is to enable the Intellectually Disabled to grow to their full 
potential with VALUES of Personal Integrity, Caring, Empathy and Loyalty 
 

 
The ladies from Irene Homes having fun  

at a picnic 

 

 
Irene Homes athletes 

participating in Special Olympics 
Athletics 

 

 
Irene Homes ladies just before a SPAR 

Women’s Race 

 

 

 

 
PARTY PICTURES BY 

BRIAN NGOAKO AT THE 
BISHOP’S 

THANKSGIVING 
DINNER FOR CLERGY 

AND SPOUSES ON THE 9 
DECEMBER 2016 AT 

LYTTLETON CIVIC HALL 
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LETTER FROM 

DAVID SCROOBY 

(Former Diocesan Registrar) 

Dear George 

Thank you for the outstanding new 
edition of The Kingdom, which I 

received electronically, from Dr. 
Michael van der Linde.  My first 

suggestion is that a few printed 

copies be distributed to all parishes, 
secondly that the electronic 

distribution also be to all parishes.  

Thank you for the introduction to 
Bishop Allan.   

I am able to say that he is someone 

I love dearly, pray for daily and 
listen to. Bishop Allan and Connie 

are an exceptional couple, who have 
raised exceptional sons.  A very 

punctual family, hard working and a 

true example to modern families.  
My recall is that Bishop Allan and 

Connie fell in love at school in 
Mossel Bay, and that she was the 

income earner who supported her 

husband and family.   

I was also told that they are a 'kaart 

gesin', because Bishop Allan and the 

boys so love Connie, that they 
would not exclude her while she 

was cooking. They sat at the kitchen 
table and played card games, 

teasing each other.   

Connie makes the best bean and 

samp soup I have ever tasted.   

Some clergy, who grew up in the 

same poor fisher-folk community, 

proudly told me, how six clergy 
came from this apartheid oppressed 

community, and the first was Bishop 
Allan. He went on a Youth Course in 

Durban and then to St Paul's 

Theological College and thereafter 
encouraged the younger members 

of the community to follow his 
example.  

Bishop Allan's hobbies are carpentry 

and fishing.  To add to these 
similarities to Jesus, his sermons are 

also very much in the parable form.  

I noted what an excellent job 
Fabian, Bishop‟s older son, did on 

the Cathedral website and look 
forward to visiting the new Diocesan 

website: 

www.pretoriadiocese.org.za. 

I have always appreciated that 
whilst there were divisions at the 

Cathedral parish some years ago,  

Alban, Bishop‟s younger son, 
attended the services with the 

Tukkies rugby side which ended any 
potential scuffles!   

At a healing service at the Cathedral 

last year, Bishop Rubin, as Dean of 
the Province, affirmed Bishop Allan's 

role in bringing reconciliation to the 

congregation.  

I have noted the considerable 
changes in our Diocese in the past 

six months, which were highlighted 
by the Save South Africa meeting 

at the Cathedral on the 2 November 
2016.  

I campaigned like the Trump voters 

for Bishop Allan's election, but just 

to make sure, I phoned my mother 
who adores Archbishop Thabo, and 

asked her to pray for his election, 
because I know God always answers 

her prayers! 

As telephonically advised, I record 
my congratulations on your 

appointment as Bishop's Warden.  

It is also clear that DSC, the 
Diocesan Finance Board and other 

diocesan structures are functioning 

on a new level.  We pray for Bishop 
Allan, you and all others, in leading 

our kingdom to God's Kingdom. 

GEORGE REPLIES 

Thanks Dave. The Kingdom is 
transmitted electronically to all 

Clergy and Parish/Chapelry Wardens 

by the Administrator for cost 
effectiveness. Each Parish should be 

responsible to supply their 
Parishioners, either electronically or 

make hard copies for those families 

that have no access to internet. 
Some members may even volunteer 

to make hard copies for others.  

MOTIVATION FOR 

YOUTH FROM 

TEBOGO MPURU 

 

(Young Diocesan Standing 

Committee member from 
Rustenburg Archdeaconry who will 

be pursuing studies for a second 
Master‟s Degree at Wits in 2017) 

 
Beloved Youth in the Diocese 

I was born and raised in Ga-

Khunwana Village, near Mahikeng. 

Growing up as a young boy in the 
village was not easy as there 

weren‟t many resources for one to 
benefit from. This however, never 

deterred me from mapping out my 
journey to success.  

Fortunately, I was raised by a family 

that is principled and God fearing. 

They made sure that they impart to 
me spiritual values, which provided 

me with good moral foundation, 
self-discipline, honesty, good self-

esteem, kindness and good 

manners.  
 

Since the age of nine, I was 
involved in various church activities. 

I discovered my worth in God 
through my late grandfather who 

was blind and aged. I used to walk 

with him to and from church as well 
as to various community activities. 

He was the only friend I had 
throughout my teenage life. We 

were always an hour earlier for the 

Sunday service, and were the last 
people to leave the church. (…next 

page) 

http://www.pretoriadiocese.org.za/
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Every time when we arrived at 

church, the blind old man would ask 
me if the floor was clean. If it 

wasn‟t, he would ask me to sweep 

the floor including vestry. Whenever 
I complained, he would quote to me 

scripture from Psalm 111:10 “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

Wisdom; all who follow His precepts 
have good understanding. To him 

belongs eternal praise.” That‟s when 

I realised how the old man won the 
battles of his life.  

 
By the time church started, 

everybody, except me, would be 

looking neat and ready to praise and 
worship God. I did this almost every 

Sunday and never complained. 
That‟s when I realised that God was 

using me to become part of his 
people‟s preparations for inheritance 

of his kingdom. Matthew 25:34 

“Come you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world.”  

 

As time went by, I became a 
member of St Lawrence. My  

 

commitment to serve God became 

even more evident to members of 
the church and they continued to 

embrace me. This made me even 
more committed to God‟s work than 

ever before. I knew then that I also 

have a place in God and I have to 
occupy it for as long as I live.  

 
Eventually I completed matric in 

2002, after which I went to study a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 

Geology at the University of the 

Western Cape. Just before I left for 
Cape Town, I went to visit my 

Grandfather to ask for his blessings. 
I remember vividly that upon arrival, 

I found him sitting on a chair under 

a big tree at home, holding his 
walking stick.  

 
After I broke the good news to him, 

he then said to me “Ngwan‟aka! Ha 
kena gauta kgotsa selefera go ka go 

neela, mme fela, Modimo ke e ne 

tsela ya botshelo” (My son! I do not 
have gold or silver to give you, but 

God is the way of life). He then 
asked me to kneel and prayed for 

me. Immediately after, I knew that 

for me to come back home with a 
degree, there were two things to 

focus on: God and schoolwork.  
 

Even though my family did not have 

money to fund my studies, I knew 
that if I continued to “seek the 

kingdom of God above all 
else.....” he will give me everything 

I needed (Luke 12:31). I am proud 
to mention the fact that I left the 

University of the Western Cape in 

2009 with a Master‟s Degree in 
Science in Geochemistry.  

 
 

This shows that despite anybody‟s 

poor background, there isn‟t  
anything in life that is 

insurmountable if you put your head 
to it with faith in God.  

 

Soon after completing my studies, I 
joined Lonmin Platinum Company 

where I am currently working as a 
Geologist. If it was not because of 

what God has been to me, I 
certainly would not have achieved 

all of this.  

 
I am still continuing to serve the 

Lord my God with all my heart, with 
all my soul and with all my mind. 

(Matthew 22:37) 

 
I will be starting with my studies for 

a Master‟s Degree in Business 
Administration (MBA) through the 

Witwatersrand University in 2017.  
 

I look forward with faith in the Lord 

to the opportunities that await me 
both professionally and personally. 

 
GEORGE COMMENTS 

Bishop Allan and members of DSC 

bade farewell to Tebogo at their last 
meeting on the 19 November 2016 

and wished him God's blessings in 

his studies and other endeavours. 
Tebogo and another enterprising 

young man from Rustenburg, 
Donald Mampa, now the Diocesan 

Registrar, took Synod 2014 by storm 

with eloquent and active 
participation at their first Synod. I 

remember approaching them after 
they had made a good impression at 

that Synod, to encourage them to 
get more involved at Diocesan level.     
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WOMEN 

DESTINED 

FOR GOD’S 

PURPOSE 
 

By Peggy Kambule, Pretoria AWF 

President 
 

About 200 representatives from 23 

Dioceses of the Anglican Church in  
Southern Africa attended the 25th 

Provincial Anglican Women 
Fellowship Conference and also 

celebrated its 50th Anniversary.  

 
They were treated to a warm 

reception and stay by the hosting 
Diocese of Pretoria on the 19 – 23  

October 2016 at Alpha Training 
Centre, Broederstroom.  

 

During the conference, they 
engaged with and reflected on the 

theme “Women Destined for God‟s 
Purpose.” 

 

Bishop Allan Kannemeyer welcomed 
members and wished them a spirit 

filled conference during the 
Welcome Eucharist Service at St 

Alban‟s Cathedral. He told members 

about the significance of the 
number 50 amongst Israelites and 

its Pentecostal symbolism. He said, 
for example, 50 years after the 

Israelites left Egypt, God appeared 
to them at Mount Sinai and so the 

members should be expectant and 

watchful for the discernment of 
God‟s presence amongst them 

during AWF‟s 50th birthday 
celebration 

 

 

 
Seen at the AWF Provincial Conference 

are, left to right, Lorraine Khoza, 
Khumo Modutla, Peggy Kambule and 

Mary-Ann Siwela 

 

“Let this conference be spirit filled 
so that when God speaks to you, 

you should be able to hear what He 
says to you”, said the Bishop. 

 

He said Peter, his disciple, was 
always there with Him when He 

preached about His death and 
resurrection and yet Peter missed 

the opportunity of the resurrection 
the first time. Bishop encouraged us 

to be always faithful and watchful 

so that we do not miss 
opportunities he presents to us.   

He gave another example of Mary 
who was faithful to Jesus and as a 

reward, she was the first to see 

Jesus after His resurrection. 
 

The sermon was followed by the 
candle lighting ceremony by all 

Diocese Presidents to remember all 
the members who passed on in the 

past two years. 

 

ALLOW 

WOMEN TO 

BE USED 

FOR GOD’S 

PURPOSE 
 

By Mary-Ann Siwela, Vice President 
Pretoria AWF 

The topic “How as women, can we 

be destined for God‟s purpose” was 
addressed by guest speaker, Ms 

Jackie Mthembu from St Saviour‟s, 

Pretoria West at the AWF Provincial 
Conference, Alpha Training Centre, 

Broederstroom.  
 

She spoke about the importance of 

women being honest, persistent in 
prayer and God fearing just like the 

widow in Luke 18:3 who kept on 
pleading with the judge to give her 

justice for her adversity.  

 
Jackie said we should allow God to 

use us for His purpose because we 
are wonderfully made out of love 

and not by accident. We are also 
expected to give back the same 

love and pass it to others.  Psalm 

139: 15-16 says we should live and 
bring pleasure to God.   

 

 
 

Jackie Mthembu, guest speaker at AWF 
Provincial Conference 

 
Jackie encouraged us and said 

“Surrender your lives completely to 

God, worship Him and have an 
intimate relationship with Him. 

Worship and obey God in Faith.  
You must also be like Hannah who 

quietly endured ridicules and curses 

for her infertility.  She completely 
gave her life to God and was 

eventually blessed with a child. Let 
us also worship Him with every 

fibre of ourselves.”   
 

The speaker left us with the 

challenge “What legacy are you 
bringing to your organisation?” 

 

SOLID 

FOUNDA-

TION AND 

WOMEN-

EMPOWER-

MENT 
 

By Mary-Ann Siwela, Vice President 
Pretoria AWF 

 

The topic was addressed by guest 

speaker, Ms Pinky Vilakazi from St 

Alban‟s Cathedral at the AWF 
Provincial Conference, Alpha 

Training Centre, Broederstroom. 
(…..next page) 
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She encouraged women to be true 

believers with faith; not to despair 
and be scared in life because of 

whatever situation or circumstance.  
“Faith conquers all especially if you 

know who you are and where you 

come from,” she said with 
conviction. 

 
Pinky expressed unhappiness at the 

high number of school girls who 
missed class because of a lack of 

sanitary pads during menstruation. 

Added to this was the primitive 
belief that women were unclean 

during menstruation. This was 
aggravated by the old teachings of 

the laws of Moses that a 

menstruating woman was not only 
unclean, but that everything she 

touched also became unclean. This 
was also because during those 

days, there were no sanitary 
towels.   

 

She challenged members why this 
should still be happening. She 

asked if they were doing enough as 
women to eradicate the bad and 

inhuman practices and beliefs.     

 

 
AWF Pretoria Committee member  

Keneilwe Mangoejane, in floral dress,  
tending to the comfort of guests 

 
Pinky also condemned the labelling 

of women and giving them all sorts 
of degrading titles with reference to 

snakes all because of Eve of the 

Garden of Eden.   
 

“We must start empowering others 
to fight the scourge. We must also 

cease and not do it to ourselves” 
she pleaded strongly.     

 

When addressing the dress code, 
the guest speaker encouraged us to 

talk to our girls to dress decently 

without exposing themselves. She 
emphasised that underwear is not 

to be seen as it must be worn 
under. She said we must be good 

role models for our girls. 

 
In conclusion Pinky Vilakazi said 

‟Ladies have faith, hope, charity, 
love, peace, commitment and be 

charitable. As leaders encourage 
your subordinates to be honest, 

loyal, devoted to duty, and to have 

self respect, courage and 
enthusiasm. Let‟s all remember the 

ground rule „Do unto other as you 
wish to be done unto you‟.” 

 

MOTHERS’ 

UNION 

MEMBERS 

CALLED TO 

SERVE 

Addressing the congregation and 

new Mothers‟ Union members at St 
Paul‟s Parish, Saulsville, on Sunday 

the 13 November 2016, the MU 
Diocesan President, Mrs Johanna 

Thantsa who spoke on “Called to 
serve – the new Creation”, said the 

following: 

 
When you take a journey by car, 

you make good use of a GPS or a 
navigator on your phone. You don‟t 

have to sit with a road atlas, a 

voice tells you every few kilometres 
what the next direction is. It guides 

you all the way. 
 

Johanna Thantsa, President of the 

Diocesan MU speaking at the admission 

of new MU members at St Paul’s, 

Saulsville 

So too God gave the Israelites 

direction along the way out of 
Egypt. Without Him they would not 

have made their destination into 
Canaan, the land He promised them 

centuries ago through Abraham. 

We also are on a lifelong pilgrimage 
under the guidance of God. We 

constantly have to seek God‟s light 

for our path and His help along the 
way. We have the advantage that 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ travelled 
the way before us, He knows the 

pitfalls and the perils 

He promised to be with us to the 
end. Never forget that Jesus should 

be your constant companion today 

and every day. 

Allow God to work through you. 
You cannot do work for God. Make 

yourself available to God, and then, 
only then, can God empower you 

with His spirit. Otherwise the work 
you do for Him will have too much 

of you in it. You will be seeking 

glory for yourself. God must direct 
it and it must be done for God and 

His glory. So wait for God to come 
and empower you with his spirit. 

God calls us to this ministry for a 

specific reason. He calls us as we 
are with all our faults and 

limitations. God chose Moses to 

lead the Israelites even though 
Moses could not speak properly. We 

learn from the Bible about David, 
Paul who was previously Saul, Peter 

who had denied Christ three times, 

James and John. Their faults did 
not deter God to achieve His 

purpose. 

All of God‟s servants are frail 
human beings with handicaps. Do 

not use yours to refuse to obey 
God‟s call. God refuses to listen to 

excuses when He commands His 

servants. When He commands, be 
ready to do what He says. Jesus 

commanded His disciples to go into 
the world and make disciples of all 

nations. He still commands us today 

to do the same. 
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When He commands, you are also given power through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). You will have courage and 

willingness to do and say the right things regardless (Mathew 24:9). You will have humility which goes with 
forgiveness.

Guard the way you talk and have patience which is the gift from God. Patience brings healing to the broken 

hearted. It is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. You will be blessed with endurance - life is never easy. If we 
are faithless, Christ remains faithful. God endows those who submit to Him with wisdom - gift of the Holy 

Spirit (Proverbs 2:6, 1 Corinthians 12). 

I encourage you to do God‟s work with prayer. Prayer goes with fasting. We are called to be firm in fasting 
and praying, seeking God‟s divine intervention in all what we do. Keep the needs of God‟s people in your 

heart and to pray for them and not divulge all confidential information shared with you. People must be able 

to confide in you without fear. 

There is no glamour in MU. Mothers‟ Union should invoke the person in you to mourn for the ills of the world. 

Remember the one who called you to this ministry is greater than the one who lives in this world. 

Be the light to the world. People must see Christ in you and envy you. Meditate on scripture. Pray for 

challenges you encounter and for situations in society, for the sick and dying, for those dear and near to you, 
for yourself too and experience the wonders of being in communion with God.

Violinists from Saulsville Children and Youth Centre seen  
entertaining worshippers at the Patronal Festival of the Mission  

District of St Luke, Lotus Gardens on the 6 November 2016 
 

Contact Us 

Diocesan Office:       
The Rt Revd Allan John Kannemeyer    
The Bishop 
P O Box 1032, Pretoria 0001 
802 Pretorius Street 
Arcadia 0083 

Contact Details: 
Office:        (012) 430 2345 

Fax            (012) 430 2224 
Fax2mail:     086 273 4297 

E-mail:         ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org 
Website:www.pretoriadiocese.org.za 

We would love to hear from your parish, guild and organisation. 
Send articles and photographs electronically to George Mahlaela at:  
george.mahlaela@telkomsa.net or ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org  

or call 083 6287577 
For more articles visit our website on:  

www.pretoriadiocese.org.za 
 

 

mailto:ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org
mailto:george.mahlaela@telkomsa.net
mailto:ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org

