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Theme 

“We’ll drink from these wells – They 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teachings and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

(Acts 2:42) 

 

Mission and Vision Statement  

“To grow as a Christ-centred Church so 

that each Parish can support a Rector 

and become a forming centre of 

Spirituality, Mission and Ministry.” 
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Reports – Donald Chiloane 

Reports – FanaJiyane 

Design – Nkosinathi Sithole 

Website Admin – Fabian Kannemeyer 

We would love to hear from your parish, 

guild and organisation. 

Send short articles and photographs 

electronically to George Mahlaela at: 

george.mahlaela@telkomsa.net or 

ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org or  

Call 083 6287577 

 

CLOSING DATES FOR SUBMISSIONS 14 

DAYS AFTER EVERY DSC MEETING 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 

set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord‟s favour”Luke 4:18-19  was quoted by the 

Director of Tumelong Mission, Paulina Tlaka,  

when addressing their Annual General Meeting 

at the Bishop Kraft Centre, Pretoria West. 

 

Referring to the 2017 Theme to „‟Enlarge our 

Territory‟‟ she said it was their  aim to increase 

the footprint of the Lord‟s work in all the 

Archdeaconries, building capacity and being a 

serious agent of social change.  “In pursuit of this 

theme, we up-scaled our HIV and AIDS 

prevention programmes in 2017, registering 

huge improvements in the number of people 

reached. We also introduced Voluntary Medical 

Male Circumcision” said the Director.   

 

By “Enlarging our Territory” Tumelong 

Mission brought about substantial improvement 

to the care of children by focusing more on early 

childhood development as the most important 

area to get the foundations right for small 

children to be able to learn and grow to their full 

potential.  Paulina reported that Corpus Christi 

Church in Garsfontein and St Alban‟s College 

donated generously towards the building of new 

ablution facilities, construction of a borehole, 

renovation of thekitchen, installation of new 

cupboards in the storeroom all at Tumelong 

Haven, Maboloka. 

 

She said there was additional funding from 

Nozala Trust, St Mary‟s Diocesan School for 

Girls and Eureco Ferreira, to build proper 

classrooms at the same care centre in 

Maboloka. “We expect completion in June 

2018 and look forward to Bishop Allan 

officially opening and consecrating the 

buildings on Mandela Day 18 July 2018” 

proudly announced Paulina.   

 

The Director told the gathering that care 

and relief work continue to bring hope and 

needed relief to scores of destitute families.  

She said in the next year, they hope to 

intensify this part of the church‟s ministry.  

 

“With the Bishop‟s current efforts to 

prioritise the youth, and the decision to 

include the environment as part of our 

mission to care for creation, we will add 

entrepreneurial skills to our current offerings 

and work to reach more youth.  

 

The appointment of a fieldworker who will 

be working closely with the clergy and 

Friends of Tumelong, will strengthen 

community development efforts and bring 

greater collaboration and alignment as we let 

our collective Prayer of Deeds proclaim the 

good news to the poor, breaking into our 

communities and enlarge the Kingdom‟s 

territory” she concluded with excitement. 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO JOIN OUR LORD IN HIS MISSION TO THE POOR 
 

By George Mahlaela 

 

 
  
 The generous caring supporters of Tumelong Mission 

from the East. From left: Dora Semenya Diane Higgs, 

Elizabeth Boje and Jill Daughhety. 

 

Bishop Allan and Paulina  at the 
AGM of  Tumelong Mission 

 

mailto:ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org
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MODISA - THE SHEPHERD 

SPEAKS!! 
 

Istarted to write this report on Monday 13 May 

2018, which was the second anniversary of my 

consecration and enthronement as Bishop of this 

Diocese. I gave thanks to God that I have been 

entrusted with an inheritance of inestimable value 

and prayed that God would continue to sustain us 

and guide us toward Himself, and 

into our new and challenging 

future. 

 

Is the Church in 

decline? 

It is indeed a new and 

challenging future that we 

face because, truth be told, 

the traditional Church is in 

decline, or so it appears. 

From Church attendance to 

those who identify as Christians, 

from financial challenges to our tendency to 

exclude those dissimilar to ourselves; from 

infighting to the loss of our prophetic voice and 

our habit of competing with each other for 

members – all the data reveals an alarming 

downward trend. On the local front we are not 

saved from the signs of decline.  

 

We have just sold our Church building in 

Cullinan. This after numerous attempts to manage 

the changing demographics of Cullinan, and 

initiatives to revive the life of a Church which 

dates from the beginning of the 20thcentury. Our 

assemblies in the Diocese are characterised by 

discussions that reflect our own battles with this 

decline: from truant clergy to fighting fires among 

our members, from considering measures to arrest 

our precarious financial positions to lamenting our 

lack of growth, from addressing malpractices to 

maintenance of the status quo. We experience very 

little growth, if any. 

 

This is the sad truth I see when I reflect on where 

we are and where we are going. But it is not the 

whole picture. Our context is challenging, change 

and hardship rule, but not death. The traditional 

Church is far from dead because we serve a living 

God and we have the wells of Good Friday and 

Easter and Pentecost to drink from when we 

assess where we are and we note our decline. 

 

We must especially see the opportunities in this 

sorry state of decline. Our Synod theme calls upon 

us to drink from the wells which our Lord Jesus 

Christ provides. Through the work of the Holy 

Spirit the early Church identified the wells of 

Scripture, the Eucharist, Prayer and fellowship as 

indispensable for the sustenance of the people of 

God. Our Synod theme especially calls upon us not 

only to maintain the dignity and integrity of these 

spiritualities, but also to drink deeply and properly 

from them. They are meant to fill us with the 

divine spirit of our Lord, and our Synod theme 

is an unashamed call to return to these wells. 

 

Our Church is in decline, but this decline 

has more to do with the dramatic changes 

that our context is forcing upon us, and 

whatever will emerge in the future is 

likely to be dramatically different from 

what we are accustomed to today.This 

reflection affirms our choice of our Synod 

theme. I have come to appreciate again over 

this Eastertide how the Spirit of the Risen 

Christ continues to live in and to build up his 

Church. Easter is the event of our Christian 

salvation through the death and resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. It is the centre of our 

reflections and our mission in the world. “Dying, 

he destroyed our death, rising, he restored our 

life”, as we recite in the liturgy at the Eucharist. 

 

We’ll drink from these wells 

At the Synod we undertook to source and develop 

suitable material on Scripture, the Eucharist, 

Prayer, and Fellowship, for discussion and 

reflection in Parishes, Guilds, and the various 

ministries of our Diocese. Much work has gone 

into this. Really good material for small group 

discussions was developed in the Parish Churches 

of Equestria and Atteridgeville. This material has 

been made available to the clergy for wider use in 

the Diocese. Prof. Pityana, Archdeacon Mariri, and 

I led the clergy in critical reflections on our Synod 

theme during a Clergy School in March. And in 

February the Bishop of Matlosane and Dean of the 

Province, Bishop Diseko, led more than fifty 

members of our clergy in a most meaningful 

retreat at St Benedict‟s in Rosettenville. The Lay 

Ministers of the Diocese will gather for a seminar 

which Fr David Swanepoel will facilitate next 

Saturday. The Seminar will focus on the liturgy of 

the Eucharist with a critical reflection on the 

participation and roles of the Lay Ministers in this 

act of worship. All of these initiatives are aimed at 
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ensuring that we return to drink deeply and 

properly from the spiritual reserves which our 

Lord provides.This sitting of the Diocesan 

Standing Committee will hear more reports of the 

works in progress which we decided upon at 

Synod. 

 

Pastoral Visit to the Winterveldt 

In April I undertook a pastoral visit to the 

Winterveldt. It was uplifting to meet with the holy 

faithful people of God. The congregations are 

small and under-resourced, and a few of the church 

buildings are in desperate need of refurbishment. 

Two of the buildings are not suitable for worship, 

and I have advised accordingly. Another half built 

church on a plot has been taken over by a member 

of the community who has built a temporary house 

right in front of the incomplete church structure. 

 

Notwithstanding the stalling of three of our 

church buildings, signs of building activities can be 

seen everywhere as people enlarge and beautify 

their homes. The Winterveldt, it seems, is 

developing at a rapid pace, and in another ten 

years will be a sought after address.We are deeply 

indebted to Fr Victor Mosima, a non-stipendiary 

priest from St Barnabas Mabopane, who cares for 

the nine congregations in the Winterveldt. 

 

Synod of Bishops 

I have written a report in The Kingdom about the 

Synod of Bishops which I attended in February 

this year and wish to repeat here the introduction 

which we have had to the work of the Anglican 

Communion Safe Church Commission, which gives 

“guidelines to enhance the safety of all persons 

especially children, young people and vulnerable 

adults, within the provinces of the Anglican 

Communion”. It includes a Charter for the safety 

of people within the Churches of the Anglican 

Communion. This is going to be a standing agenda 

item for Synod of Bishops. The Bishops expressed 

their concern for those who have experienced 

abuse in the Church and they now want to rectify 

the wrongs of the past and put in place secure 

procedures for the future. 

 

Following on this event the Archbishop has 

written to the Bishops of the Province asking them 

to establish Diocesan advisory teams to handle 

allegations of abuse. The Archbishop, in his 

statement released on 22 March 2018 said he is 

also “urgently consulting more widely on how the 

Church can not only act more effectively, but be 

seen to act effectively in cases of sexual abuse.” 

Archbishop Thabo also said that in recent weeks 

“four individuals have either spoken out publicly 

or contacted my office privately to report 

experiences of sexual abuse in two Dioceses” 

dating back to the 1970s and 1980s. 

One of the four people which the Archbishop has 

mentioned has chosen to confide in me. He is a 

fifty year old who suffered sexual abuse for a 

period of eight years when he was a teenager, at 

the hands of two priests, while he was a member of 

the Altar Servers Guild. Since the alleged abuse 

did not happen in the Diocese of Pretoria, I 

provided counseling to the individual, and wrote a 

report on the matter for the attention of the 

Archbishop and the Bishop in whose Diocese the 

alleged abuse took place. The matter is now being 

dealt with by them and I ask for your prayers for 

the individual concerned. When I saw him in April 

he was in a psychiatric institution in Garsfontein. 

At the same time I ask for prayers for those who 

are accused, since both of them are now retired, 

and also for the Archbishop who must ensure that 

holistic and sustainable healing takes place. 

 

Link Diocese of Lebombo 

Five visitors from the Diocese of Lebombo paid us 

a visit at the beginning of April. They came to get 

firsthand experience about our Stewardship 

programme, our parish pledge system, and our 

financial administration. The visit was coordinated 

by Canon Mkhonza and Fr Mangoejane. Our 

gratitude is extended to them and to Mr Paul 

Pretorius and the Diocesan Bursar, Mrs Thebi 

Moja, as well as to the Archdeacons who assisted 

with hosting our guests. A return visit to 

Lebombo is planned by Fr Mangoejane for 

October this year. 

 

Ecumenical activity 

We continue with our efforts to revive ecumenical 

activity in the city. It is such a pity that so few of 

our clergy see this as a priority, especially in view 

of the powerful reminder of the High Priestly 

Prayer of our Lord in the liturgy last Sunday. We 

had an ecumenical service two weeks ago in the 

Melodi-ya-Tshwane Uniting Reformed Church in 

Bosman Street. There were three Anglicans there, 

including myself! I hope that we shall do better 

tomorrow when we have a joint ecumenical service 

in the Cathedral at 5pm. 

 

Conclusion 

Earlier in this report I spoke about some of our 
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undertakings at our last Synod. I want to conclude 

this report with some good news. Firstly, I am 

glad to announce that, as promised, we have three 

ordinands this year at the College of the 

Transfiguration, Grahamstown. Hendrick 

Masanabo (Mamelodi East) and Johanna Mphaga 

(Mathibestad) are in their first year of a three year 

College programme, while Fr Zolile Maleka 

(Ekangala) is enrolled in a semester course.  

Secondly, and more importantly, a wonderful 

manifestation of the providence of God 

accompanied the decision to take the plunge in 

faith and send these ordinands to College. They 

were enrolled despite our precarious financial 

position. Three months after they left for 

Grahamstown, a member of our church handed me 

a cheque for the Bishops Discretionary Fund. The 

cheque was for R150 000. It went straight to the 

College of the Transfiguration to help pay for the 

studies of our students. God is good. He provides 

in all our needs.  

 

 

 

 
ARCHDEACON 

JOSEPH 

DHLADHLALICENS

ES LAY MINISTERS 

 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

Hennops River Archdeacon, 
The Venerable Joseph 
Dhladhla, handed out licences 
to 50 Lay Ministers from 
across the archdeaconry at a 
solemn service held on 
Saturday June 2018 at the 
Parish of St Stephen, 
Lyttelton.  
 
Ten Lay Ministers were 
newly licensed while the 
other forty had their licenses 
renewed. The licences are 
valid for a period of three 
years.A Lay Minister may be 
licensed to perform some or 
all of the following duties, 
depending on the conditions 
attached: assisting the priest 
in the administration of the 
Eucharist, reading of 
scriptures and prayers, 
leading worship, burying the 
dead and preaching.The Lay 
Ministers Guidelines for the  
Diocese of Pretoria require  
 

Lay Ministers to display a 
Christian lifestyle, 
characterised by 
prayerfulness, daily Bible 
reading and godly service. Lay 
Ministers are to follow the 
example of Christ in daily 
life, be grounded in his love 
and show sobriety and 
maturity. As part of their 
preparation, Lay Ministers 
undergo a process of 
discernment and training in 
leading worship and prayers 
under the incumbent priest 
and are required to subscribe 
to the Anglican Church of SA 
Code of Conduct which binds 
all who minister in the church 
to the highest ethical 
standards. 
 
The licensing of Lay 
Ministers in Hennops River 
comes shortly after Bishop 
Allan met all Lay Ministers 
on 26 May 2018 at the 
Cathedral of St Alban the 
Martyr. The seminar was led 
by Fr David Swanepoel, 
coming a few days before the 
feast of Corpus Christi, 
consisted of teachings on the 
Eucharist and quiet time in 
meditative prayer. The 
seminar reflects Bishop  
Allan’s emphasis, first made 
at last year’s celebration of  
 

Corpus Christi at Irene 
Home, of the need for deep 
spiritual formation of all who 
serve the church.The 
scripture reading was Acts 
6:1-7, which speaks of the 
choosing of the seven to 
serve, “persons of good 
standing, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we may 
appoint to this task, while we, 
for our part, will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to 
serving the word” (vv.3-4). Fr 
Jonathan Londt, Rector of St 
Stephen and Hennops River 
Archdeaconry chaplain for 
Lay Ministers, said serving as 
a Lay Minister was a calling, 
and prayed the words of verse 
5 that like Stephen who was 
amongst the chosen, the 
licensed Lay Ministers may 
be “full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit”.  
 
The Hennops River Licensed 
Lay Ministers have a monthly 
programme of quiet days, 
under the direction of Fr 
Jonathan which includes time 
spent in instruction, prayer 
and meditation as well as 
fellowship. Scheduled dates 
for the remainder of the year 
are 21 July, 25 August and 20 
October. All meetings take 
place at St Stephen, Lyttelton 
from 09h00 to 12h30. 

Archdeacon Joseph Dhladhla is assisted byFr 
Jonathan Londt at the licensing of Lay Ministers 
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CATHEDRAL TO HOST THE 

10thWORLD CHOIR GAMES 

 
By NtsikiGumbe 

 

The St Alban‟s Cathedral is one of the venues that 

will host the 10th World Choir Games from 02 to 13 

July 2018. The World Choir Games event is based 

on the Olympic ideals, which aim to peacefully unify 

people and nations connected by song in a fair 

competition. This event is supposed to inspire people 

to experience the power of interaction by singing 

together.  

 

In 2016, Tshwane won the bid to host this 

international event and is backed by the City of 

Tshwane, the Gauteng Tourism Authority and local 

businesses. It will be the first time that the African 

continent hosts the world‟s largest international 

choir competition that is expecting 460 choirs with 

30 000 singers from 60 nations.  

 

South African choirs have participated in the World 

Choir Games. Fifteen choirs from South Africa won 

43 medals at the Games in 2014. The University of 

Stellenbosch holds the title of being the champion, 

having been the overall winner for the past three 

events. 

 

The Cathedral has been chosen by the International 

and Local Organising Team who were impressed by 

the standard and quality of its facilities. Other in-

door venues to be used for competition and concerts 

in Tshwane include Unisa‟sZ.K. Matthews 

Auditorium, the State Theatre, and the Pretoria Boys 

High School Auditorium.  

 

This event will have an international media coverage 

using various media platforms. The Cathedral will 

benefit from this coverage. For the duration of these 

Games, the Cathedral will not be available to be used 

for other activities.  

 

Information about the Word Choir Games is 

available on:  

http://www.interkultur.com/events/world-choir-

games/tshwane-2018/ 

 

 

PHYLLIS KRAFT RECEIVES THE 

ORDER OF ST ALBAN THE 

MARTYR 

 
By George Mahlaela 

 

Bishop Allan Kannemeyer has honoured Mrs Phyllis 

Kraft, widow of the late Bishop Richard Kraft, with 

the Order of St Alban the Martyr in recognition of 

“her outstanding service to the Diocese of Pretoria 

and her Parish, the St Alban‟s Cathedral” as 

motivated by the Parish Council. Mrs Kraft who had 

relocated to her native home, the United States of 

America in 2014, was back in the country during 

May 2018. This opportunity was used to honour her.  

 

The Council which strongly recommended Mrs Kraft 

for her distinguished leadership said “she provided 

consistent, remarkable and longstanding service in 

various positions she held between 1979 and 2013.”  

 

The Council explained that the roles she played 

include being the Chairperson of the Christian 

Marriage and Family Life Committee for the 

Diocesan Standing Committee and doing some initial 

work in the area of HIV and AIDS, planning music as 

the Choir Director at the Cathedral for over 20 years, 

organising the Pretoria Diocese Choirs Fellowship, 

coordinating the Diocesan Children‟s Ministries, 

facilitating the compilation of the Diocesan 

Curriculum for Children‟s Ministries which is 

recognised and prescribed throughout the Province. 

 

In their motivation, the Cathedral Parish further 

mentioned that “Mrs Kraft was a Lay Minister and a 

valuable resource to some of the guilds and new 

Deans because of the experience she acquired over 

the three decades she had spent as a member of the 

Parish.”  

 

Phyllis joined the Cathedral Parish in 1979 at the 

time when her husband, the late Bishop Richard 

Kraft was the Dean at the Cathedral. “She made a 

significant impact in leading others to Christ when 

she spent four years training Sunday school and 

Confirmation facilitators in the Diocese” said the 

Council. The Council further said as a Lay Minister 

at the Cathedral, Mrs Kraft was distinctly committed 

to her vocation and displayed exceptional qualities of 

leading and empowering others, facilitating Bible 

 

 

. 

http://www.interkultur.com/events/world-choir-games/tshwane-2018/
http://www.interkultur.com/events/world-choir-games/tshwane-2018/
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Studies, and assisting the Deans in preparing couples 

for marriage 

 

“She also took charge of Sacristan duties for the 

Cathedral and later arranged for a group of Cathedral 

women to participate in these duties and organised for 

their training. For many years she was responsible for 

the planning and compilation of the liturgy for services 

at the Cathedral. In 2013 when she had made the 

decision to return to her country of birth, the USA, she 

played an instrumental role in establishing the Liturgy 

Committee to build the capacity of others to fulfil this 

very important function and ensure continuity and 

training some of the Choir members and Lay Ministers 

on how to plan and compile pew leaflets,” the Council 

commended her. 

 

The citation also reads that her deep spiritual 

disposition made her become a great resource for guilds 

such as the Mothers‟ Union for which she facilitated 

workshops on their objectives and the critical role of 

mothers in the promotion of the upbringing of children 

in a Christian environment.  

 

It further says she facilitated monthly meetings of 

spouses of clergy for Bible Study and fellowship, 

organised annual retreats, and corresponded with them 

regularly over 16 years; that she served in a committee 

that organised the centenary celebrations of the 

Cathedral in 2009, marking the consecration by 

 

 

HOPE AFRICA CONFERENCE GIVES 

TUMELONGMISSION ATHUMBSUP 

 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

HOPE Africa, the social development programme of the 

Anglican Church of Southern Africa (ACSA), held its 

annual meeting of Diocesan Social Development 

Coordinators and Gender Officers at Kempton Park on 3-6 

June 2018. Over 14 Dioceses from the Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa were represented, including Swaziland 

and Niassa in Mozambique. The Diocese of Pretoria was 

represented by Paulina Tlaka, director of Tumelong 

Mission, the social development wing of the Diocese.  

 

Under the theme “HOPE Africa Strategy Development 

Consultation,” participants shared and reflected together 

on social development and learned new methodologies for 

engaging with parishes and communities. A topic that 

elicited much discussion in the workshops was the sharing 

of varied experiences and lessons of delivering social 

development programmes. “A key lesson learnt is that 

Diocesan Social Development Departments which are set 

up as Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) or Public 

Benefit Organisations (PBOs) are in a better position to 

form partnerships and source donor funding to support 

their programmes,” said Paulina. 

Archbishop Carter in 1909 of the present chancel 

which was designed by Herbert Baker; that as a 

custodian of the institutional memory of the 

Cathedral, she was central in the development of the 

multi-media material for the celebrations; that her 

key role included compiling the centenary 

publication which narrates the history of the 

Cathedral; that during 2011-2013, when the 

Cathedral Parishwas without an ordained priest and 

sacramental, priestly and episcopal ministries were 

suspended, Phyllis displayed the qualities of 

someone who is immensely devoted to leading 

others to Christ, especially in trying times. 

The citation continues that she organised Sunday 

Morning Worship and prepared scripture-based 

teachings as inserts into the pew leaflets to fill the 

void that was there because there were no sermons; 

that in her approach and in the contribution she 

made towards the resolution of that discord, she 

continued to advocate for and showed the love, 

grace and forgiveness of God; and that through her 

witness during the difficult period, she touched the 

lives of and helped many not to lose their faith in 

God and in the Anglican Church. 

The conferment of Phyllis Kraft with the 
Order of St Alban the Martyr by Bishop Allan. 
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“Coupled with this, is the need to implement an effective 

monitoring and evaluation system.”   

 

Paulina saidTumelong Mission is blessed to have good 

governance systems in place and is in the process of 

developing a comprehensive Monitoring and Evaluation 

System for its work as it expands its work through the 

parishes. Delegates commented that the programmes of 

Tumelong Mission appeared well-thought out and 

successful.  Mari Lotvonen of HOPE Africa said HOPE 

Africa was interested in organising site visits to Tumelong 

Mission’s projects. This is likely to be decided at its next 

consultative meeting with Social Development  

Coordinators, so that other Dioceses could draw lessons 

that could help them. ThembaKhoza, a delegate from the 

Diocese of Highveld, said “There is a lot we can learn from 

Tumelong Mission and we certainly would like to have a 

partnership with them.” 

 

Participants were touched by the heart-breaking story of 

Fr Shadrach Chithila from Mozambique who shared the 

difficulties of doing ministry in the northern province of 

Niassa, which was devastated by war and remains out of 

reach of most government social programmes. The 

conference expressed solidarity with the Diocese of 

Niassa and resolved to look at ways in which each 

Diocese could provide material support for the church 

hospital there.A presentation on legislation concerning the 

protection of children highlighted the need for Dioceses 

and Parishes to develop policies and guidelines for the 

protection of children and regulation of anyone who works 

with children. “I think this is something that our Diocesan 

Gender Committee and Children’s Ministry need to 

payattention to; our church spaces must be made safe for 

vulnerable people,’’ she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

attention to; our church spaces must be made safe for 

vulnerable people,’’ she said. 

 

 

 

An important area of learning which was well-received by 

participants was a workshop on the Capacity Building and 

Mobilisation Process (CCMP). Developed in Tanzania, this 

asset-based model of solving local problems has been 

implemented in the Dioceses of Zululand and Lesotho with 

commendable results. Instead of bemoaning the fact that 

“we are poor”, it asks the question “What resources do we 

have?” and “How can we use these resources to solve our 

problems?” Paulina believes that the roll-out of such a 

programme in the Diocese of Pretoria has the potential to 

capacitate parishes to adopt a community development 

model that aligns with Tumelong Mission’s strategy.  “For 

this reason, we intend to invite HOPE Africa to conduct 

training workshops on this methodology for facilitators from 

each Archdeaconry” she said. On the third day of the 

conference, delegates joined Bishops and other 

stakeholders at Hope Africa’s Annual General Meeting 

which was held at the historic Christ the King Anglican 

Church in Sophiatown.  Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, 

Patron of HOPE Africa, commented from the chair that the 

venue bore for him emotional reminders of the time he 

spent as priest in this parish during the early years of his 

ministry. The much-loved priest and anti-apartheid activist, 

the late Fr Trevor Huddleston, also pastored at this church 

in the forties and fifties. The gathering was addressed by 

Minister of Higher Education NalediPandor. Speaking 

during the deliberations, Bishop of the Diocese of Pretoria, 

the Right Reverend Allan Kannemeyer, who was in 

attendance together with the bishops of Mpumalanga, 

Lesotho, Highveld and Port Elizabeth, highlighted the need 

to address issues of social cohesion in our nation. 

 

According to Paulina, the conference was a huge success. 

“I am grateful for the wonderful time spent together 

learning from each other” she concluded. The conference 

deliberations will feed into HOPE Africa’s strategy 

development process to be concluded later in the year. 

 

 
 

 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba chairing the HOPE 

Africa AGM. With him is HOPE Africa CEO 
Rev Canon Delene Mark 

 

Paulina Tlaka and other delegates at the 
HOPE Africa conference, 3-6 June 2016 
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“We should focus on the Prayer of Deeds because the 

ministry of Tumelong Mission essentially is to help 

the holy faithful people of God in our Diocese to take 

seriously the call of our Lord Jesus in Matthew 

25:23-46. It is in this text that the righteous are 

judged by the words: “I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes 

and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison 

and you came to see me(vv35-36)” said Bishop Allan. 

 

He said often in the life of a Christian the focus is on 

the first part of the teaching of our Lord that “Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and 

mind” but said this is an incomplete focus. He said 

The Prayer of Deeds is a call to complete the Lord‟s 

teaching and bring balance through a focus on the 

latter part of this teaching that "Love your neighbour 

as yourself.”  

 

“The Prayer of Deeds is the call to the holy faithful 

people of God to seek the total transformation of 

individuals and communities. The response to this 

call will involve one in relief work, development 

work, social transformation, and taking position 

against all that which oppress and cause suffering” 

saidthe Bishop. He concluded by appealing for 

commitment by all present on that day to live the 

Prayer of Deeds by taking up the complete teaching 

of Christ. 

“WHO IS TUMELONGMISSION?” 

ASKS BISHOP ALLAN 

 

By George Mahlaela 

 

Bishop Allan asked the question when delivering 

his Chairman‟s message at the 2018 Annual 

General Meeting of Tumelong Mission held at 

the Richard Kraft Centre, Pretoria West.  

 

Encouraging participation by many more church 

units and members in the work of Tumelong 

Mission, he said “Tumelong Mission is rightly 

referred to as the relief and social development 

arm of the Diocese of Pretoria. But who is 

Tumelong Mission? At present it seems as if it is 

Paulina Tlaka and her staff, assisted by a small 

sprinkling of the faithful. There is huge room for 

improvement in the participation of parishes in 

the important work of Tumelong Mission. It is 

hoped that the newly appointed fieldworker, 

FanaJiyane, will help to bridge the divide 

between Tumelong Mission and the rest of the 

Diocese.”   

 

Bishop Allan appealed to the meeting to focus on 

the Prayer of Deeds during Bible study classes as 

an expression of Christian practice which is also 

referred to as the Compassionate Life or the 

Social Justice Tradition 

 

 

 

Enthusiastic participants atTumelong Mission AGM 
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PASTORAL LETTER MAY 2018 

 

 
 
To the holy faithful people of God 
Diocese of Pretoria 
 
Focus on the Environment 
I write to you as we enter the Liturgical “green 

season” after the rich and momentous themes 

of Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and the festival of 

the Holy Trinity. Green is the colour of growth 

and is associated with the mission and work of 

the Church in the world, and during the green 

Liturgical season, we will reflect on Jesus as 

Healer, Teacher, and Saviour of the world. 

Green is also the colour associated with our 

environment.  On June 5 the world observes 

World Environment Day.  I have encouraged the 

clergy to use the whole month of June this year 

to focus in their preaching on the environment, 

and especially to celebrate God’s bounty and 

the plight of our destructive engagement with 

our environment.  Clergy are asked to 

encourage you to reuse, reduce, and recycle. 

 
Human beings are but a part of God’s creation 

and Scripture teaches that we have been 

blessed in our environment with everything that 

we need to sustain us.  This teaching in 

Genesis 1:28-30 assumes an harmonious 

relationship between humanity and the rest of 

creation.  It is incumbent upon us to live in 

harmony with the rest of God’s created order, 

to take care, to respect and protect the 

environment.  This will ensure our continuous 

co-existence with everything that God has 

created. 

 

 

The focus of this year’s World Environment Day is 

Beat Plastic Pollution.  As a part-time fisherman, I 

have first-hand experience of plastic pollution.  

Discarded plastic wrappers, bags, bottles, and other 

plastic containers dot our landscape, choke our seas 

and cause immeasurable damage.  A Google search 

reveals that the plastic products we use in everyday 

life (bottles, bags, etc.) take between 450 and 1000 

years to degrade. That’s almost forever! 

 

So we are urged to “explore sustainable alternatives 

and urgently reduce the production and excessive use 

of single-use plastics polluting our oceans, damaging 

marine life and threatening human health” 

(www.jaei.org.za). In this regard, I do want to 

encourage you to alter your lifestyle by kindly refusing 

a plastic bag at till points in shops.  Reuse a used 

one, or better still, acquire and carry a special 

shopping bag with you. We will drink from these wells. 

 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachings 

and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers” (Acts 2:42). In this way we will make a small 

but meaningful contribution to continue to preserve 

the beauty of God’s creation and the abundant 

resources which God provides and blesses us with. 

 

Gender Values 

The reports that dominate our news bulletins about 

the abuse of children and women is a sad reflection 

of the decay of morality in our society.  Such reports 

show the heavy, evil fruits of violence against women 

and children in particular.  We really need to return to 

our core gospel values of respect for human life, the 

inherent dignity of all, and the need to provide 

protection for the vulnerable.  It is so easy to become 

desensitized, for our consciences to lose sensitivity, 

but we must go on repeating, even if we are a voice 

crying in the wilderness: No to violence, yes to peace 

and harmony. Please continue to work against 

gender-based violence, and pray especially for women 

and children who are caught in abusive relationships. 

 

Refugee Day 

On June 20 we will offer special thoughts and prayers 

for all refugees, and I do wish to thank you, for 

offering hospitality to the people who have fled 

situations of violence and extreme poverty to find 

refuge amongst us.  In particular, I invite you to pray 

for the Holy Land (Israel), where the conflict between 

Israel and Palestine leaves Palestinians to be 

perpetual refugees with seemingly no hope of having 

their status changed unless a peaceful solution 

between the warring parties is worked for, and is 

found. 
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Clergy Emoluments 

Recently we implemented a new emoluments 

framework for stipendiary clergy.  The old 

framework, and especially the Consolidated 

Allowances section, had become just too 

expensive to continue with, and it also greatly 

compromised the principle of parity.  A number 

of our clergy felt the change sharply and 

painfully, while a good number of the clergy saw 

an increase in their income. We now have an 

emoluments framework which is affordable and 

realistic, fair, transparent, while keeping the 

details of each clergyperson confidential, tax 

compliant, tax efficient, and is consistently 

applied to all clergy. The Churchwardens should 

by now be in possession of a document which 

gives flesh to the above principles.  A special 

word of thanks must be extended to Peter 

Greenwood and theEmoluments Committee of 

the Finance Board for helping to put us on this 

sound footing. 

 

Congratulations 

We congratulate our Diocesan Chancellor, 

Judge Tati Makgoka, on his appointment to the 

bench of the Supreme Court of Appeal.  He is 

now officially known as Justice Makgoka, and 

we want him to know that we are proud of 

him.Congratulations also to Mr Tau Motsepe, 

who has been elected to serve as a Trustee of 

the Anglican Church of Southern Africa with 

particular reference to the Pension Funds of the 

clergy and lay workers of our church. 

 

Phyllis Kraft, widow of former Bishop Richard 

Kraft, was awarded the Order of St Alban the 

Martyr by the Diocesan Standing Committee 

recently. The award was handed over to her in 

the Cathedral where Phyllis was thanked for her 

selfless service to the Diocese and the rest of 

the Province.  Phyllis developed the 

Confirmation class curriculum which is widely 

used throughout the Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa. 

 

With much love and every good wish and 

blessing in Christ 

 

 The Rt Revd AJ Kannemeyer 

 

PLANS FOR ECO-CONGREGATIONS 

UNVEILED 

 

By FanaJiyane 

 

Father RaynardSchovell, the Diocesan Chaplain 

for the Environment, has announced plans by the 

Diocese of Pretoria to embark on an ambitious 

conscientisation drive to discourage the use of 

plastic bags as part of the church’s response to 

God’s call to care for creation. Drawing from 

Genesis 1:26-31, Fr Schovell said the earth and its 

resources were a gift from God, but humanity’s 

problem of greed had led to the abuse of the earth. 

“Green Anglicans remind us of the need to sustain 

God’s creation,” he said. 

 

Fr Schovell – who is also Rector of St Hilda in 

Gezina - was addressing a gathering of 

environmental coordinators who were gathered at 

St Stephen, Lyttelton on 19 May 2018 to thrash out 

parish strategies for their eco-ministries. He said 

the World Environment Day on 5 June 2018 would 

see the start of a year-long campaign under the 

banner of “Bring Your Own Bag.” This campaign 

aims to reduce the overall use of plastic shopping 

bags by providing quality reusable bags that are 

locally produced and contribute to job creation. 

 

The appointment of Fr Schovell as the Diocesan 

Chaplain for the Environment was an important 

milestone in the development of this not-so-new 

ministry. As early as 2014, the Provincial Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Southern Africa (ACSA) 

passed a motion calling on parishes in ACSA “to 

include creation care as an essential component of 

Christian mission and encourage parishes to become 

part of the eco-congregation movement … as they 

seek to fulfil their responsibility to God to care for 

life on this planet,” 

 

Speaking to the Diocesan Standing Committee on 

18 February 2017, Bishop Allan indicated that the 

time had come for the Diocese of Pretoria to 

formally acknowledge and organize this ministry. 

Following this, a motion on Creation and 

Environment was passed at Diocesan Synod in 

September 2017. 
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BOOK REVIEW  
 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

ASacristan’sHandbook for the Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa by Midge Graham 

(self-published) 90 pages, 

contains illustrations, R80.00 (No 

ISBN). 

Are you a sacristan or lay 

minister looking for an easy to 

use reference guide to help you 

prepare the sanctuary for the 

celebration of church services to 

the highest standard? Then A 

Sacristan’s Handbook is for you.  

 

Written by an Anglican for 

Anglicans, the handbook is a hands-on, practical 

guide written for sacristans with inputs and 

advice from half-a-dozen priests. The book is 

divided into 12 chapters covering everything from 

the use of the lectionary to the laying out of 

vestments to the maintenance and care of the 

altar vessels. The reader will also learn how to 

dress up the altar which is the centre of Anglican 

worship and credence table where 

objects used in the Eucharist are 

placed, and the deep meaning behind 

these things.The writing style is 

simple and accessible, and the book 

can be read in one go or in manageable 

chunks. It is printed on durable 

quality paper and is laced with 

beautiful, colourful pictures and 

illustrations which greatly aid 

comprehension. A glossary at the end 

of the book provides short but lucid 

explanations of many of the key 

words.As a sacristan in my parish myself, I 

found deep resonance in the author’s perspective 

The motion encouraged all parishes to appoint 

coordinators to the portfolio of environment in 

their councils and to take up initiatives to 

safeguard the integrity of creation. 

 

Regarding some of the progress achieved to date, 

Fr Schovell mentioned the communication sent to 

parishes to establish an Environment Portfolio in 

the Council.  The communication included a range 

of practical suggestions on what parishes could do 

to fulfil the mission of care for God’s creation. In 

addition, the Environment Coordinators’ meeting 

held at St Alban’s Cathedral on 10 March 2018, 

decided to add a fourth R to the popular 3Rs of 

“Reduce, Reuse and Recycle”. The fourth R – 

Refuse – means “Refuse to use plastic bags” and 

may include the signing of petitions. It is linked to 

the BYOB – Bring Your Own Bag - campaign. A 

special liturgy was developed and used in parishes 

on Earth Day, Sunday 22 April 2018. 

 

It was noted that World Environment Day fell on 

5 June 2018 and activities linked to the day were 

planned. Parishes were encouraged to make use of 

the liturgy of the Seasons of Creation provided for 

in the Lectionary during the month of June 2018. 

In identifying activities and opportunities for this 

work, parish representatives highlighted the 

involvement of Sunday School children in 

environmental projects. 

 

Fr Schovell thanked all Environment 

Coordinators for their commitment. “We need to 

make our people aware of our responsibility and 

motivate parishes to be actively involved in the 

work God has entrusted to us and not do further 

damage but ensure that the earth is there for 

future generations,” he said. 

 

 

Bring Your Own Bag 

8 billion plastic bags are used in South Africa every year – only 

about 1% gets recycled. Natural systems are not able to 

breakdown plastic – it stays in the environment contaminating the 

land and waterways forever. “Bring-Your-Own-Bag” is a Diocesan 

initiative encouraging us to reuse bags and to mobilise shop 

assistants to ask: “Did you bring your own bag?” Try it! 
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of the sacristan’s duty as “a calling by God” and 

“a privilege by the person concerned” (p.4). The 

book made me feel that the behind-the-scenes 

work of preparing the sanctuary is not like a mere 

waiter’s job but a holy work which must be 

carried out reverently and to the glory of God. As 

such Midge Graham asserts – in my opinion, 

rightly so – that the sacristan’s work always 

begins with a prayer of offering of oneself to God 

(p.4), and she provides a few excellent, short 

prayers that may be used while performing the 

duties of a sacristan (p.84).Although the book is 

not a recent a publication – it was published in 

2007 – it nevertheless fills an important lacuna 

given the paucity of suitable guides for the local 

Anglican context and would be a perfect 

companion to the existing official diocesan 

manuals for the training of sacristans and lay 

ministers. A Sacristan’s Handbook is a book which 

deserves a place on the shelves of every parish 

library and sacristy, and in the homes of every 

sacristan or lay minister in the Diocese. It is an 

indispensable guide for the uncelebrated men and 

women who assist in enriching our liturgical 

lives as Anglicans. Midge Graham has done a 

great job of producing such a rich handbook in so 

few pages. 

 

A Sacristan Handbook costs R80.00 and may be 

bought fromTumelong Mission. 

 

(Fana Jiyane is the fieldworker for Tumelong 

Mission and a licensed lay minister and sacristan 

at the parish of St Martin, Irene). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOW YOUR 

DIOCESAN GENDER 

COMMITTEE 
 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

The Diocesan Gender 

Committee held its first 

meeting at the Bishop Kraft 

Centre in Pretoria West on 14 

April 2018. 

 

The Diocesan Gender 

Committee is made up of the  

Canon for Gender, Revd Canon  

Vernon Forster of Corpus 

Christi, Garsfontein, and 

representatives from Diocesan 

organisations and guilds. It 

also includes a lay ministers’ 

representative and a clergy 

representative. 

 

Its purpose is to address gender  

inequality, gender-based 

violence and positive gender 

identities in the diocese. Its 

specific responsibilities include: 

 

 To run preventative 

programmes 

To organise awareness 

programmes 

 To address matters 

relating to gender based 

violence 

 To combat gender 

inequality  

 To provide assistance and 

refer to care  

 

The Diocesan Gender 

Committee meets once a 

quarter, a month before the 

Diocesan Standing Committee. 

At its meeting, the Diocesan 

A Sacristan’s Prayer 
 

O Lord, you have called me to serve you 

In the Sanctuary of your Church. 

Inspire me so to order all things 

That our worship may reflect your holiness. 

Bless all who minister at this altar; 

All who receive here the holy Sacrament 

That we may grow in grace 

And become partakers of eternal life, 

Through Jesus Christ your  Son, our Lord. 

(Canon Thomas J.D. Robertson) 

 

 
Fr Siphiwo Bam, Rector of St Martin, Irene, 
with licensed Lay Ministers from his parish 
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Gender Committee recognized 

that it would take some time 

and consultations to develop a 

comprehensive programme 

with clear inputs and outcomes 

to be implemented as part of  

 

its work. It nevertheless 

identified the need for urgent 

planning in connection with 

the following preventative / 

awareness campaigns: 

 Thursdays in black 

 9 August National 

Women’s Day 

 16 Days of Activism 

 

It agreed to hold a special 

meeting on 7 July 2018 to 

finalise plans concerning these 

campaigns at Bishop Kraft 

Centre, 441 Frederick Street, 

corner of Rebecca Street, 

Pretoria West. An appeal is 

made to all guilds and 

Diocesan organisations to send 

representatives to this meeting.  

 

Inquiries can be sent to        

The Reverend Canon Vernon 

ForsterEmail:vernonf410@gm

ail.com 

Or tel. (012) 993-516

Pictorial DIOCESAN YOUTH MEETING 

STPAUL SAULSVILLE 
 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

 

BUY YOUR ALTAR REQUISITES NOW! 

TUMELONG MISSION now stocks these items: 

Communion bread (500 pieces) R   80.00 

Priest’s wafer (10 pieces) R   20.00 

Incense 200g R 160.00 

Altar candle: Long (3.5x50cm) 
Short (4.6x19cm) 

R  45.00 
R  30.00 

Mothers’ Union Rosary R  60.00 

Charcoal Box (100 coals) R 320.00 

A Sacristan’s Handbook R  80.00 

Tswana Hymn Book R  70.00 

Hymns: Ancient and Modern R 170.00 

Anglican Prayer Book, with plastic 
cover (different languages) 

R 170.00 

 
To place your order, call us on (012) 3275129/30 

Send an SMS or WhatsApp to 082 066 0631 
Email: fieldworker@tumelong.org.za 

Or visit us at: 
441 Frederick Street, Pretoria West

 

DYC Coordinator Jonas  

Mofommein contemplative mood 

 

Starting with God 

Young people in fervent prayer 

 

Coming and going 

The future with God 
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