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The success of the ministry of young people 

in the church requires commitment, 
responsibility and dedication, so says Father 
Gilbert Mashiane, Rector of St Paul 
Saulsville and Canon for the Youth in the 
Diocese. 
 
Fr Mashiane was speaking at the meeting of 
parish youth formations with the interim 
leadership of the Diocesan Youth Council, 
held at St Paul’s Saulsville. He said the new 
role he had been given as Canon for Youth 
was a heavy responsibility, but that the 
success and growth of the youth depended 
on the youth leaders themselves. “If we 
strive to become disciples, God himself will 
sustain us,” he said. Parish youth 
representatives in attendance agreed that the 
DYC needed to be strengthened by ensuring 
gender balance and the representation of 
Archdeaconry youth structures. Parishes and 
archdeaconries which were not yet organized 
would be encouraged to do so. 
 
“Foremost in our minds should be issues of 
spirituality”, said Fr Mashiane. He urged the 
interim executive of the DYC and parish 
representatives to seriously consider 
participation in the forthcoming Anglican 
Ablaze Conference to be held on 3-6 October 
2018 in Durban and the ecumenical Taize 
Conference to be held at the University of 
Pretoria in 2019. He also encouraged young 
people to participate in discipleship 
programmes such as the Alpha Course and 
 
 

urged those who feel called to ordained 
ministry not to hesitate to approach the church 
to receive help in discerning their calling 
through the Fellowship of Vocations (FOV). 
 
Other planned activities for the current year 
include a Quiet Day with Bishop Allan held on 
Youth Day 16 June 2018 and a Diocesan Youth 
Synod to be held on 22 September 2018. Fr 
Mashiane stressed that participation by all 
young people in such activities was crucial to 
the success of this ministry and to their 
personal growth in the Lord. 
 
Kagiso Dladla, interim DYC president, noted 
that many of their programmes require funding. 
He informed delegates that the DYC 
represented youth at the Diocesan Gender 
Committee and urged them to participate in its 
awareness and preventative programmes. “We 
need to be involved in social action by caring 
for the environment and actively supporting the 
church’s poverty relief programmes undertaken 
through Tumelong Mission,” Dladla concluded.  
 
The meeting was preceded by a eucharist 
service and marked by a spirit of joyful praise. 
St Agnes Guild President Gakii Tabane 
summed up the mood of the meeting as follows 
“We have made a new beginning. The new 
Canon for Youth has infused us with clear and 
focused direction and a renewed enthusiasm. 
The journey ahead is exciting, and we are ready 
to play our rightful role in the church”. 
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CLOSING DATES FOR SUBMISSIONS 14 

DAYS AFTER EVERY DSC MEETING 

 

“WE ARE READY!!” -   DIOCESAN YOUTH ANNOUNCE 
By Fana Jiyane 

        
The Revd Canon Gilbert Mashiane 

and interim DYC President Kagiso Dladla 

 

St Agnes Guild President Gakii Tabane 
at the DYC meeting 
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MODISA - THE 

SHEPHERD SPEAKS!! 
 

140th Anniversary 

Celebration 

 

The presence of the Anglican 

Church in Pretoria goes back 

as far as 1864, when the 

Bishop of Bloemfontein 

ventured across the Orange 

River on a visit. Nine years 

later, the first Church building 

was erected, and the Diocese 

of Pretoria was inaugurated in 

1878. It was the eighth 

Diocese in what was then the 

Church of the Province of 

Southern Africa. Today there 

are twenty-eight Dioceses that 

now comprise the Anglican 

Church of Southern Arica. 

From these humble 

beginnings, the Church in this 

region of South Africa has 

grown and has now been 

established all over Gauteng, 

Mpumalanga, North West, 

and Limpopo. 

 

In 1922, the Diocese of 

Pretoria multiplied and gave 

birth to one of its first children 

- the Diocese of Johannesburg. 

Our Diocese multiplied again 

after this, birthing the Diocese 

of St Mark the Evangelist in 

1987, and the Diocese of 

Mpumalanga in 2004. In the 

140 years of our existence, we 

have given birth to the above 

three children and the 

following three 

‘grandchildren’: the Dioceses 

of Matlosane, Christ the King, 

and the Highveld. 

 

Today we must acknowledge 

that the establishment of the 

Anglican Church in our region 

followed the extension of the 

British Empire, with the 

soldiers and colonial officials 

being 

followed by 

the 

Chaplains, 

Bishops, 

Clergy and 

settlers. 

However, 

what started 

out more 

than 140 

years ago as 

an initiative to provide 

pastoral and spiritual care to 

expatriates grew as the Clergy 

spread the Good News of 

Christ to local people, and we 

are now a Church that is fully 

embraced, owned, and led by 

all the people of the region. 

 

As such and befittingly, all of 

this and the other blessings of 

God upon our Church and 

land will be celebrated over 

the weekend of 13 and 14 

October this year. A Planning 

Committee is hard at work to 

ensure that we give proper 

praise and thanks to God for 

His work among us. 

Diocesan Clergy Day at St Francis 
Waterkloof. 

(Photo by Johnny Mohale) 
 

Three events are planned to 

celebrate this important 

milestone. The first, on 

Saturday 13 October, will be a 

meeting of the Diocesan 

Standing Committee which the 

Archbishop of Cape Town will 

address. This will provide an 

opportunity for the leadership 

of the Diocese to engage with 

the Archbishop. 

The second event 

on that day will 

be a Gala Dinner 

at which the 

Archbishop and 

President 

Ramaphosa will 

be the guests of 

honour. The 

third event on 

Sunday will be a 

Diocesan Family Eucharist at 

which the Archbishop will 

preside and preach. 

Archdeaconries and 

Organisations of the Diocese 

are humbly requested to make 

a Thanksgiving Offering to 

the Diocese at the Offertory 

during the Eucharist. The 

family Eucharist will be 

followed by an open-air picnic 

at St Alban’s College grounds. 

 

I ask that we approach the 

events outlined above with a 

spirit of joy and thanksgiving. 

Our anniversary affords us the 

opportunity to acknowledge 

our blessings. It also provides 

us with an opportunity to 

see where we have come 

from and where we are 

heading. What is clear is 

that we are truly inheritors 

of the gifts of God. In 

addition, for that we need to 

shout with joy in great 

thanksgiving to the Lord 

our God. 

 

State of the Nation 

The debates about land 

ownership, and especially the 

‘expropriation of land without 

compensation’ narrative, 

dominates our political 

discourse at present. It is a 

necessary debate that seeks to 

provide redress to the loss of 

land by black landowners 

during the Colonial and 

Apartheid eras. At the same 
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time issues of food security, 

social cohesion, the rule of law, 

and the not too distant 

example of the Zimbabwean 

model of land redress shout to 

us loudly. The Church itself 

should not be a bystander in 

the debates about land. It 

remains a significant owner of 

land. Our own Church has lost 

sizeable portions of land as a 

result of the Group Areas Act 

during the Apartheid era. 

 

The first part of our sacred 

text, the Bible, is essentially a 

narrative that relates the 

experiences of the chosen 

nation in acquiring the 

promised land that would 

become known as Israel. The 

reality of the continuous 

violence between present-day 

Israel and Palestine is a stark 

reminder that unsettled issues 

about land do not go away. 

They fester for generations. 

The Church must unite in 

prayer and constructive 

dialogue to help decide what is 

best for our young democracy. 

 

Youth Synod 

Plans are well underway for 

our Youth Synod to be held on 

Saturday September 22. The 

Youth Synod is a way of 

giving our young people a 

sense of how a Synod is run; 

discussing matters affecting 

young people; seeing the Holy 

Spirit at work amid differing 

opinions and opposing views; 

seeing how people can journey 

together and seek ‘the mind of 

Christ’ on different issues; and 

affirming the faith of the 

Church as taught by the first 

Apostles and passed down the 

ages. The Youth Synod will 

particularly apply its mind to 

the establishment of an 

appropriate leadership 

 
Bishop Allan chats to 
Youth at Maboloka. 

 

structure and programme 

content to serve our young 

people in the Diocese. 

 

Finance 

We have made considerable 

gains in reducing expenditure 

over the last year. Indications 

show that we should balance 

income and expenditure this 

year. In February last year we 

resolved to do three things: 

 Reduce the Diocesan staff 

complement. 

 Increase the pledges of 

those Parishes with full 

time Clergy, but who 

could not or would not 

increase their pledges. 

The reality is that the 

Diocese cannot continue 

to subsidise the stipends 

and allowances of Clergy 

whose Parishes do not 

meet the cost of a full time 

Clergyperson. 

 Review the Consolidated 

Allowances payment 

structure with a view to 

aligning these Allowances 

with what is paid by the 

Parishes, creating parity, 

and reducing the overall 

cost to the Diocese. 

 

The Diocesan staff 

complement has been cut to 

the bone. The payment and 

allowances structure of the 

Clergy have been reviewed 

and changed. Unfortunately 

we are not able to report much 

success in increasing the 

pledges of Parishes with full 

time stipendiary Clergy. 

Clergy stipends are our 

biggest item of expenditure. 

So far, only St Timothy’s 

Parish, Parish of The Reeds, 

and St Anne’s Church, 

Equestria, have raised their 

pledges to meet this criteria. 

This must remain a work in 

progress. Two matters are 

demanding our careful further 

scrutiny, namely the bridging 

finance borrowed from the 

Board of Trustees to help us 

stay financially afloat, and the 

current arrears in pledges that 

are abnormally high. 

 

The Bridging Finance should 

be returned as and when 

income increases. Plans to 

bolster Diocesan income 

through the development of 

surplus properties are well 

advanced. This is considered 

potentially to be a major 

source of increased income 

since we cannot continue to 

burden parishes on a yearly 

basis with higher pledges. 

 

It is not clear what is driving 

the abnormally high arrears in 

pledges. Some of the reasons 

that are advanced include the 

tough economic climate, poor 

leadership on the part of the 

clergy, or even a movement 

away from the long accepted 

dictum that the Diocesan 

pledge is the first charge on 

Parish income. 

 

The overall result of the above 

is that the Diocese has started 

to experience a serious cash 

shortfall. In July, the Bishop 

was warned that the available 

cash portion of the Trustee 

investments had reached an 

alarmingly low level. This 

prompted the Bishop to write 
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to the clergy of Parochial units 

who are in arrears to warn 

them that the Diocese would 

be unable to carry their 

expenses while their Parochial 

unit remains in arrears. This 

would ultimately mean that 

stipends and or allowances of 

Clergy in defaulting Parishes 

will have to be withheld unless 

arrears are attended to. The 

harsh reality is that our “cash 

cow” is no longer able to 

provide us financially with 

what is required. 

 

We will continue to monitor 

this worrying situation. The 

Clergy and Laity of the 

Diocese must know that we 

are doing our level best to 

manage our finances to the 

best of our ability. We remain 

committed to the ideals of the 

Kingdom even as we strive in 

challenging times and 

situations to continue the 

work that God has called us to 

do. We are confident that God 

will provide for us to do His 

work. 

 

Humbly submitted 

+Allan 

 

“I WILL BE BAPTISED 

WITH MY OWN BLOOD” 

– THE STORY OF SAINT 

MANCHI MASEMOLA OF 

MARISHANE” 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

Manchi Masemola was born 

in Ga-Marishane in 

Sekhukhune land, now 

Limpopo about 1914. Father 

Augustine Moeka of the 

Anglican Community of the 

Resurrection had established a 

mission in Ga-Marishane.  

 

Manchi Masemola stands 

immortalised in this statue 

at the western entrance of 

Westminster Abbey, London 

 

Manchi 

attended 

services with 

her cousin 

Lucia who was 

staying at 

Manchi’s 

home. She 

later attended 

baptism 

preparation 

classes twice a 

week at the 

mission. Her 

parents 

forbade her from going, but 

she ignored them. Her mother 

would beat her each time she 

came back home.  

 

One day in 1927, Father 

Moeka met the girls under a 

tree and told them not to go 

against the wishes of their 

parents, after he heard that 

Manchi was punished each 

time she had been to church. 

On another occasion, the 

confirmation candidates 

voted for wearing western 

clothing to confirmation. 

After that, Manchi came to 

say she would stick to 

traditional dress, to which 

Father Moeka replied, “Then 

you won’t be baptised.” 

Manchi answered, perhaps 

prophetically “Then I will be 

baptised with my own blood.” 

 

Manchi and Lucia had gone 

with members of the 

congregation on mission 

where they spent the night. 

The following day they slept 

at Jane Furse. After arriving 

home, she was beaten, and a 

traditional healer was called 

in to give her medicine to 

drink. There was a belief that 

Christian activity had made 

her look bewitched. 

 

One day she 

was in the 

field with 

her mother, 

who wanted 

to beat her, 

and Manchi 

ran and hid 

in a corn 

basket. Her 

mother tried 

to spear her 

and then use 

a firebrand 

to kill her. Manchi escaped 

and ran away from home to 

tell Lucia, who was no longer 

staying with her. Manchi’s 

mother would sometimes take 

Manchi’s clothing away so 

that she could not go to 

church. She would go to pray 

daily at the rocks. On 4 

February 1928, her parents 

took her at night to a distant 

and lonely place to torture 

her. Both parents thrashed her 

until she died. She was 

secretly buried. Her sister 

Mabule died soon afterwards, 

apparently from shock, and 

was buried next to Manchi’s 

grave. Manchi died before she 

was baptised, at the age of 

fourteen. In 1935, a small 

group of Christians went on a 

pilgrimage to the grave. A 

second pilgrimage took place 

in 1941, and a third in 1949. In 

1969, Manchi’s mother 

converted to Christianity and 

was baptised. It is said that 

she arrived three hours before 

the service. Manchi was 

declared a martyr by the 

Anglican Church of Southern 

Africa and canonised as a 

saint in 1975. The Anglican 
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Church commemorates her 

feast on the 4 February each 

year and thousands go on the 

pilgrimage every first Sunday 

of August. Her statue, 

unveiled in 1998, is one of ten 

of 20th century martyrs from 

across the world, standing 

above the Great West Door 

of Westminster Abbey, 

London. 

 

In 2017, her burial place was 

declared a national heritage 

site by the South African 

Heritage Resources Agency. 

The official citation at the 

young martyr’s grave and 

numerous other publications 

render her name as 

“Manche.” Even our 

Lethlabile parish spells its 

name “St Manche 

Masemola”.  

 

Mmatseke Makuba, a 

parishioner at St Martin-in-

the-Field, Irene, who was 

born and grew up in 

Sekhukhune and has a deep 

knowledge of the saint’s 

history from oral tradition, 

says this is not how the word 

is pronounced or written in 

common Sepedi language. 

She says “ ‘Manche’ is most 

likely a colonial aberration 

inherited from a non-Sepedi 

speaking and non-local person 

and mis-spelt therefrom by 

subsequent authors. The 

correct spelling is “Manchi” 

and this is how it is 

pronounced in Sepedi, the 

saint’s home language.” 

 

The website of the Diocese of 

St Mark acknowledges this: 

“The family prefers to spell 

the name of the young martyr 

“Manchi”, and not “Manche” 

as the church has been doing”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUILD OF ST AGNES ON A 

MANCHI MASEMOLA 

PILGRIMAGE 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

“It was my first time attending. I knew 

nothing about Manchi Masemola before 

the pilgrimage. The pilgrimage made me 

understand a lot about Manchi and why 

she was honoured as a saint. Her 

journey has encouraged me to be more 

radical for Christ”. This was the 

emotional testimony of Gakeitsape 

Tabane after attending the annual 

Manchi Masemola pilgrimage hosted by 

the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist at 

the site of her grave in Ga-Marishane, 

Sekhukhuneland, Limpopo on Sunday 4 

August 2018.  

 

The President of the Guild of St Agnes in 

the Diocese of Pretoria said that the 

guild was invited by the youth of its sister 

diocese in Limpopo. “To us as young 

people who are pursuing a life of purity 

and faithfulness, the example of this 

young girl killed for her faith in her early 

teens is most inspiring,” she said. She 

was accompanied by three executive 

members of the guild Boipelo Lengwati, 

Keamogetswe Moloto and Duduzile 

Ngobeni as well as guild members from 

St Francis, Mamelodi. Gakeitsape said 

there was more to attending the 

pilgrimage than just the experience of 

the event. “We are in the process of 

forming a relationship with the St Agnes 

Guild in that diocese. We wish to unite all 

diocesan guilds and hopefully form a 

provincial structure - that is our ultimate 

goal,” she explained. Bishop Martin 

Breytenbach presided over the service 

and preached on the theme of conflict. 

 

.  

He said conflict was present in all 

areas of our lives, but we did not 

always know how to deal with it. Our 

tendency was to respond to it by one 

of two reactions: we either fight and 

even kill each other or we adopt a 

strategy of flight, of running away, 

avoiding or ignoring it and pretending 

it doesn’t exist. “None of these 

reactions are satisfactory,” said the 

bishop. 

 

Bishop Martin said pilgrims could 

learn from Jesus and Manchi that the 

correct response amid conflict was to 

do the right thing, whatever the 

consequences. This would require 

courage and the help of the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus stood for the truth and 

was ostracised and killed. Manchi 

was also tortured and “baptised in her 

own blood” because she stood firm in 

her belief in Christ. Bishop Martin 

challenged the pilgrims to follow 

Manchi’s example – whether the 

conflicts we faced were in our 

relationships, in politics, with our 

culture or even in the church. “If we 

believe it is right to do something and 

what we desire is from God, then the 

Holy Spirit will make it happen,” the 

bishop said. This year’s event was 

the largest so far, with an estimated 3 

000 people attending. The faithful 

came from as far as Zimbabwe and 

the dioceses of Highveld, 

Johannesburg and Mpumalanga. 

Also, in attendance from the Diocese 

of Pretoria were parishioners from St 

Francis, Mamelodi, St Martin, 

Mothutlong, St Martin-in-the-Filed, 

Irene and St Barnabas, Mabopane. 

 

Teboho Yaya Jiyane, 15, from St 
Martin-in-the Field, Irene, 

standing at the grave site of Manchi 
Masemola who 

was about the same age when she 
was 

tortured and killed by her parents. 
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UP CLOSE WITH 

VEN DR MESHACK MARIRI 
By George Mahlaela 

 

Lanky and lean in stature and somewhat slavishly 

devoted to intellectual pursuits!  

 

This is an apt description of Lepai Meshack Trevor Mariri, 

Archdeacon of Pretoria East and Rector of St Francis of 

Assisi, Waterkloof. Not surprisingly slim and slender 

because during his time at theological seminary he was 

exposed to Desert Spirituality through contact with the 

Anglican Benedictine Monks of the Order of the Holy 

Cross and subsequently became an Associate of OHC. 

Certainly his studious and spiritual life of self-denial of the 

goodies of life immersed him in books drinking deep in 

the waters of knowledge to stand tall and strong despite 

looking deceptively thin.  

 

Fr Meshack is the second child of the late Christina and 

Isaac Mariri and was born in a family of four boys in rural 

Kwa-Ratsiepane, North West, where he went to school 

up to the then standard two. He moved to live with his 

grandmother in urban Mabopane where he matriculated. 

Hence he asserts that “naturally, and from a family 

systems perspective, I am a bridge-builder and 

reconciler. From early age, I’ve moved frequently and 

know how to ‘do transitions’ well, and like change.” The 

indomitable Fr Meshack who has a varied interests in 

music, athletics, soccer, rugby, hiking, tennis, biking, golf, 

gardening, and reading is married to Charmaine and 

have been blessed with a son, Otlotleng, and a daughter 

Ororiseng. The family also charitably look after and care 

for a child-headed family of six. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

His passion for books and deep desire for knowledge 

drove him tirelessly to reach enviable and inimitable 

glorious academic heights. Fr Meshack at a very young 

age seemed to have just cruised through tertiary studies 

carried by heavenly angels. He thus successfully 

completed a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science at 

UNISA; concluded theological studies by passing 

diploma with Distinction in 2003 at Theological College of 

Transfiguration in Grahamstown; attained Bachelor of 

Theology (Honours) with Distinction in 2009 at Pretoria 

University; graduated with Master of Arts in Theology in 

2011 and an eventual Doctorate in Philosophy in 2014 

also from TUKS. He further said these varied ministries 

which taught him much, broadened and matured his 

perspective of the fullness of the Church. 

   

As a Priest and Archdeacon, he has worked in high, low 

as well as evangelical churches. Some were large, 

medium and small. Others were in rural, urban and 

suburban areas. “As a teacher, spiritual director, 

chaplain, retreat conductor, I have challenged lay and 

ordained people to a deeper level of spirituality, a closer 

connection between what they do in Church with their 

prayer life, and stronger dependence and trust in God.  I 

have been journeying and advising clergy and laity 

regarding a sense of call, including those in the 

ordination process in my capacity as Director of Training 

for Ministries” said Fr Meshack sagely.   

 

He prides himself in understanding the importance of a 

well-planned beautiful and heart-felt liturgies, prophetic 

sermons and radical hospitality.  

 

His colourful ordained experience include postings as 

Archdeacon to the Ordinary form 2014 to 2016; Rector of 

Corpus Christi, Garsfontein form 2014 to 2017; Acting 

Chaplain at St Alban’s College for Boys from May to 

December 2015; Acting Archdeacon of Tshwane-Bokone 

from May 2014 to January 2015; Archdeacon of 

Magaliesburg from January 2010 to 2014; Member of the 

Chapter of the Cathedral Church of St Alban the Martyr, 

Pretoria since 2010; Diocesan Director of Training for 

Ministries (TFM) since 2013; Diocesan Stewardship 

Coordinator from 2010 to 2013; Rector, St. Barnabas 

from 2007 to 2012; Assistant Priest, St. Peter, Ga-

Rankuwa: from 2005 to 2007 with then three  

Outstations/Chapelries of St Paul, St Augustine and St 

Philip the Deacon; Diocesan Bishop’s Chaplain from 
December 2003 to June 2005; and Chaplain, Diocesan 

St Lawrence Servers Guild from 2003 to 2018. 
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where Jesus says: “I praise you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and learned, and revealed 

them to little children”, the bishop spoke about 

how children were special to Jesus and how he 

treated them as precious possessions.  

 

Reflecting on Mandela, he said Madiba also 

adored little children. His love for them led him to 

build many schools and the only highly 

specialised paediatric hospital of its kind on the 

continent, the Mandela Children’s Hospital, 

amongst other things. Likewise, Christians were 

called to treasure children and to care for them.  

“Mandela was by his own admission not a 

Christian, but I believe that he had a revelation of 

God. If we who call ourselves Christians only did 

just half of what Madiba did, this world would be 

a much better place,” he said. 

 

The event was attended by over 200 people, 

including members of the royal house, local 

government officials, members of the community, 

members of the church from different parishes 

and diocesan clergy. Learners from St Augustine 

Diocesan LEAP School entertained the guests. 

 

In the spirit of Mandela Day, generous donations 

of food were received from the parishes of St 

Manche Masemola Mothotlung, St Andrew 

Mmakau, Irene Homes and the Anglican 

Women’s Fellowship while the Mothers Union 

made a cash contribution. Blankets, mattresses, 

clothes and toys were some of the other loads of 

gifts received.  Bishop Allan blessed the creche 

buildings comprising four classrooms, a sick bay, 

an office space as well as a kitchen and toilets.  

 

Maboloka Haven Creche is one of two early 

childhood development centres managed by 

Tumelong Mission on behalf of the diocese. The 

other is the Jo Seoka Centre in Garankuwa. 

According to the creche’s coordinator Matsietsi 

Monethi, Maboloka Haven currently 

accommodates 54 children, 33 of whom are girls 

and 21 boys aged between 3 months and 6 years. 

“The new classrooms have doubled our capacity, 

but with our current numbers we will only be 

using three classrooms and looking to increase the 

in-take in the next admission cycle in 2019,” said 

Monethi. 

He has also been actively involved in the Diocese as a 

member of the Diocesan Advisory Committee of the 

Elective Assembly in 1998 to 2000. He further served on 

the Diocesan Millennium Steering Committee of 1999-2000. 

 

Fr Meshack’s appreciable participation in the broader life of 

the Anglican Church of Southern Africa was as a 

representative of the Diocese at ACSA's Provincial Synods 

of 1999, 2010 and 2013; representative of the Diocese at 

ACSA's Provincial Standing Committees in 2000; 2014; 

2017 and 2018; Cathedral Planning Team during 

Consecration of Dean Les as Bishop of Mpumalanga in 

2005; representative of ACSA at the 11th Council of 

Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA) in Burundi in 2012; 

serving on Anglican Church of Southern Africa Canon Law 

Council after being elected at ACSA's Provincial Synod of 

2013;  and as ACSA representative to Church Unity 

Commission (CUC) Sub-Committee on Ecumenical 

Theological Education in 2018.  

 

As an academic, his ministry was also called upon as a 

visiting lecturer without remuneration and teaming up with 

Prof MJ Masango in the Practical Theology Department at 

the University of Pretoria to teach BA Hons students in 

2015; was involved in the Contact Weeks Teaching for 

Masters students; Contact Weeks Teaching of PhD 

students; visiting researcher in Practical Theology 

Department at University of Pretoria in 2015; writing a book 

with Prof MJ Masango on Theology of Violence: A Pastoral 

Care Challenge; External Moderator of the 2nd year course 

for Bachelor of Theology (Pastoral Care) at College of the 

Transfiguration; and as a panellist for BTh Hons Oral Exam 

on the 02 November 2015 at University of Pretoria. 

MABOLOKA HAVEN CRECHE DEDICATED 

ON MANDELA DAY 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

Bishop Allan thanked the church throughout the 

diocese and donors for building decent 

accommodation for needy children at the Maboloka 

Haven Creche on Mandela Day, also known as 

Nelson Mandela International Day observed annually 

on July 18 to recognize the former South African 

president’s contribution to peace and freedom. The 

day not only celebrates Nelson Mandela’s life, it is 

also a global call to action for people to recognize 

their ability to have a positive effect on others around 

them. This year, the day coincided with the centenary 

of the revered icon of humanity Drawing from the 

day’s appointed lectionary text of Matthew 11:25-27,  
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GOOD SAMARITANS REACH OUT TO 

VULNERABLE RURAL CHILDREN 
By Paulina Tlaka 

 

For the past 17 years, the children at Maboloka Haven 

Creche were cramped - first in a shack, and then in a two-

room prefabricated structure. This has now changed for 

the better, thanks to the merciful work of God’s people.  It 

was our own girls at St Mary’s Diocesan School for Girls 

who initiated the modernisation project when, in 2011, 

they decided to donate an outdoor shelter and play area 

with a sandpit and swings in Maboloka.  

 
 

Our boys at St Alban’s College installed new kitchen units 

and shelves in the storeroom and tiled the kitchen, while 

the Parish of Corpus Christi joined in drilling water 

boreholes into the ground and constructed toilets with the 

help of St Francis of Assisi Waterkloof. Inspired by these 

self-help efforts, the trustees of Nozala Trust donated 

R490 000.00 this year which was supplemented by other 

donations from Eurico Ferreira and St Mary’s DSG.  

 

 
 

It was through this funding that four brand new 

classrooms, an office area and a sick bay were built. Thus 

on Mandela Day we witnessed the culmination of the work 

of many caring people over time, who have given these 

children and community this heart-warming centre.  

In so doing, they have enabled these children to 

experience God’s love and presence. To you all who 

contributed and prayed for this day, I express my heartfelt 

appreciation and that of the church, the children and the 

community. Most of the 54 children served by this creche 

are either orphans or come from destitute families. For 

many of them the balanced meals they receive at the 

creche are their only meal for the day. 

 

The creche thus restores dignity to the children and its 

work with the health authorities ensures that the children 

get the necessary immunisations and receive professional 

help to cope with their psycho-social problems. The 

creche also extends the blessing to the community 

because, through it, needy households are identified, and 

scores are assisted with food parcels and clothing items 

collected from the faithful throughout the diocese.  These 

loving acts of God’s people affirm the Lord’s promise 

expressed by the Psalmist when he says, “The Lord does 

not forsake his inheritance” (Psalm 94:14) thus enabling 

the community to respond, “Your consolation, Lord, has 

brought us joy!” (Psalm 94:19).  

 

I pray that the Maboloka community will treasure your gift, 

look after and protect it as a treasured asset. Scripture 

exhorts us not to become weary of doing good (Gal 6:9). 

We are encouraged to continue with the mission of our 

Lord “to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim freedom 

for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 

the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour” (Luke 4:18-19). 

 

Below from left is MaDikeledi Khacha, who started 

Maboloka as a caravan feeding scheme for orphans 17 

years ago, posing next to the plaque; the new building and 

well furnished kitchen. 
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“ACQUIRING PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

SKILLS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR CANCER 

TREATMENT” 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

Members of the Anglican Women’s Fellowship (AWF) 

took time during Women’s Month to learn about the 

principles of project management when they attended a 

workshop facilitated by Paulina Tlaka, director of 

Tumelong Mission, at St Alban’s Cathedral, Pretoria, on 4 

August 2018. Paulina said it was unusual for Tumelong 

Mission to conduct training programmes of this kind, but 

when they were approached by the AWF, they realised 

they had in-house expertise which they were willing to 

share. AWF President Peggy Kambule said the guild’s 

target was to raise R2 million through a golf event to be 

held on 13 October 2018. “We wanted to obtain skills to 

manage this massive project successfully. The proceeds 

will go to supporting cancer sufferers,” she said. 

 

Explaining her approach to the workshop, Paulina said: 

“To deliver any project successfully, it’s important to start 

by clearly identifying what the project is, and what its 

outcomes will be. Therefore, we showed participants 

practical ways to explore and understand their goals from 

the outset and to consider all the factors that may affect 

its execution.  Step by step the ladies learnt how to plan, 

scope, schedule, cost and manage their project from 

beginning to end.  And since the project relies on the 

people who are delivering it, the training also explored 

how participants can manage people, lead and 

communicate to successfully deliver their project.” 

 

  

 

 

Paulina said compiling the course was challenging. “We 

did a lot of research to ensure that high academic and 

delivery standards are realised. We are confident that we 

have a product that is highly competent, and we hope to 

roll it out to any guild or parish who need it in the 

diocese,” she said. Veronica Roberts, AWF member from 

St Francis, Mamelodi, was full of praise for the workshop. 

“The workshop was enlightening and enjoyable, and I 

hope there will be more workshops like this,” she 

commented. 

 

South Africa is ranked 50th on the World Cancer 

Research Fund’s list of countries’ cancer prevalence 

rates. According to the Cancer Association of South 

Africa (CANSA), 100 000 South Africans are diagnosed 

with cancer each year. Prostate cancer is the number one 

cancer diagnosed amongst South African men followed 

by lung, oesophagus, colon/rectum and bladder cancer. 

Amongst women, the most prevalent is breast cancer 

followed by cervical, uterus, colorectal and oesophageal 

cancer. 

 

Recently, the return of popular radio host Xolani Gwala to 

the airwaves after nine months of a brave fight against 

colon cancer, once again raised public awareness about 

the high costs of cancer treatment. Xolani explained that 

he has had three operations and aggressive 

chemotherapy. He bemoaned the high cost of treatment 

which could be as high as R500 000.00 a year, according 

the Competition Commission’s investigation into alleged 

over-pricing of cancer medication. 

 

 

Participants at the AWF Project Management Workshop. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT: THE BIGGEST 

CHALLENGE FACING SOUTH AFRICAN 

YOUTH 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

The biggest challenge facing South African 

youth was unemployment. This is the opinion 

of Father Siphiwo Bam, Rector of St Martin-in-

the-Field, who was among the clergy who 

joined the youth day celebrations at the 

cathedral. 

 

Commenting on the side of the service, Father 

Bam said the youth of ’76 faced different 

challenges from the youth of today. “They 

fought for freedom and to be what God created 

them to be. They defeated the  

oppressive apartheid education system,” said 

Father Bam. 

 

“Today’s youth have different challenges, the 

greatest of which is unemployment. Many of 

those between 18 and 35 have qualifications 

but there are no jobs for them. The big 

question facing today’s youth is: how are they 

going to fight this struggle?” he asked. 

 

 

 
Father Bam with some of the youth 

from St Martin’s Parish at the Youth Day service 

 

South Africa’s youth statistics are depressing. 

The latest figures from StatsSA released in 

July 2018 show that 40% of young people 

between the ages of 15 to 34 are unemployed. 

THE BOTTLE TOPS FOR WHEELCHAIRS 

PROJECT: HOW MUCH IS 450kg OF 

BOTTLE TOPS? 

 

The Anglican Church in the Diocese of Pretoria 

encourages parishioners to collect bottle tops and 

bread tags which are then recycled with a Germiston 

based recycling company. This is how it’s done: 

 Parishes, schools, organisations and 
individuals store up, look out for or pick up 
bottle tops and bread tags wherever they find 
them and bring them to a central point of 
collection, which may be a parish. 

 The parish sorts the waste separating bottle 
tops from bread tags. When the parish has 
filled several containers or bags, they call 
Lucas Mohajane, the Care and Relief 
Coordinator at Tumelong Mission, on 
082 494 0801 or email him at 
siyafundisa@tumelong.org.zato come and 
collect. 

 By arrangement, Lucas collects the bags full 

of bottle tops and bread tags from the 

parishes and takes them to Interwaste, the 

recycling company in Germiston. 

 

 

 

When we look at the age range of 15 to 24 of 

young people not in employment, education 

or training, this figure rises to nearly 70%. 

Worryingly, studies show that countries that 

have a youth bulge such as South Africa, 

coupled with poor education attainment and 

unmet expectations, are likely to suffer from 

political instability. With 37.2% of the 

labour force without work, South Africa 

ranks amongst the countries with the worst 

unemployment rate in the world. 

 

While the causes of youth unemployment 

are varied and complex, a growing body of 

opinion and research attributes it to 

rampant corruption, rent-seeking and state 

capture. In May 2017, then deputy president 

Cyril Ramaphosa condemned corruption and 

blamed it for the slow pace in the fight 

against unemployment in the country. 

Earlier this year, ex- finance minister 

Pravin Gordhan revealed that at least R100 

billion of parastatal budgets was looted 

through fraud and corruption. 

mailto:siyafundisa@tumelong.org.za
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BOOK REVIEW: THE BIBLE AND 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

The Bible and Homosexuality, published and 

distributed by Inclusive and Affirming Ministries, 

Cape Town, www.iam.org.za, 16 pages. 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu’s foreword 

opens this booklet with this sobering 

assessment: “All churches today find themselves 

grappling with questions and challenges around 

issues of human sexuality. These are matters 

which will not go away, and we must respond to 

them prayerfully and with loving hearts” (page 1). 

Indeed! For in the pews of all our congregations 

sit devout members who are lesbian and gay in 

their orientation, and who belong to the Body of 

Christ and want to be supported and affirmed in 

their committed and faithful relationships.  The 

genuine challenge confronting us is: How are we 

to respond to these sisters and brothers in the 

light of the Scriptures? What does the Bible say 

about homosexuality? What is our 

understanding(s) of, and what assumptions do 

we make, about the true meaning of the 

Scriptures? How does God intend us to approach 

and interpret the Bible in order to discern his will 

in this matter? 

 

The Bible and Homosexuality is a short, 16-page 

booklet that tries to address these questions. It 

does so by expressing the biblical exegesis and 

hermeneutics of gay Christians themselves. This 

gives the reader an opportunity to hear fellow 

brothers’ and sisters’ journey with the Bible and 

their witness to what the Holy Spirit is saying. 

 

The booklet examines how different approaches 

to Bible study can influence our understanding of 

several passages in both the old and new 

testaments which refer directly or indirectly to 

homosexuality (Genesis 1-3; Genesis 19:1-26; 

Judges 19; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13, Romans 

1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:10). 

The writers claim that there are ways of reading 

the Bible that are dangerous. These ways 

include:  taking every word literally and assuming 

the words mean the same now as they did in the 

time the Bible 

was written; 

taking a verse on 

its own without 

seeing the rest 

of the text, and 

even choosing 

only the verses 

that agree with 

one’s point of 

view or that push 

one’s point of view forward; and using the Bible 

as a list of rules to be applied in each and every 

situation in exactly the same way. 

 

The authors also claim that the word 

“homosexuality” as we use it today does not 

mean the same as what was referred to in the 

Bible. They explain: “It is generally accepted that 

 Interwaste weighs the material and donates a 
wheelchair in exchange for every 450kg of plastic 
bottle tops and bread tags collected. 

 Distribution is made against a transparent list 
compiled by Friends of Tumelong (FOT). Parishes 
who have a need may submit their requests via 
their FOT representative or make a formal, written 
request to the Director of Tumelong Mission at 
admin@tumelong.org.za 

 

 
Lucas Mohajane and environmental activist 

Elizabeth Boje load bottle tops and 
name tags on a bakkie and trailer. This is 

how much 450kg is, which must be collected in 
exchange for a single wheelchair. 

 

So, how much is 450kg? This picture shows how much 

450kg is: a bakkie load plus a standard trailer. 

“The project is unique in the way it combines environmental 

waste management and human development. Not only does 

it save the environment, it also creates recycling jobs and 

restores dignity and self-worth to wheelchair beneficiaries,” 

says Lucas.In 2017, 7200kg of bottle tops and 450kg of 

bread tags were collected (equivalent to 7650kg of 

hazardous material) and a total of 17 wheelchairs were 

distributed to the poor and marginalised. 

 

http://www.iam.org.za/
mailto:admin@tumelong.org.za
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qadesh referred to certain homosexual 

behaviour, associated with the idolatry of 

heathen temple prostitution as it was practised 

in Biblical times” (page 4). In the understanding 

of the authors, “the Bible says absolutely nothing 

about, nor does it condemn a committed, loving 

and faithful homosexual relationship as we know 

it today” (page 13). The Bible and Homosexuality 

is simple, accessible and readable. It is essential 

reading for anyone who seeks to reflect in a 

thoughtful way on the issues of sexual 

orientation and biblical interpretation.  

 

 

CONFIRMATIONS AT ST PAUL’S 

PARISH SAULSVILLE 
(Photos by Johnny Mohale) 
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DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

NEEDS TO BE REVERSED 

By Fana Jiyane 

 

“The environment ministry is not an optional 

extra. It is part of what we become when we realise 

that God expects each and every one of us to take 

care of creation. We need to reverse the damage we 

have done” 

 

Diocesan Chaplain for Environment Father 

Raynard Schovell made this impassioned plea at a 

meeting of parish representatives held at St Alban’s 

Cathedral on 28 July 2018. He told those present 

that the fall of humanity recorded in Genesis 3 had 

affected the whole of creation and entailed a “four-

fold breaking down of relationships”  between 

people and God, among people themselves, between 

people and animals, and between people and the 

earth. 

 

Referencing Romans 8, Father Raynard said that 

because of the damage inflicted by people on 

mother earth, the whole of creation was groaning, 

waiting for God and our salvation to be revealed. 

He urged the environment ministry coordinators to 

continue the good work done during the diocese’s 

Seasons of Creation during the month of June. 

 

Among the most inspiring reports received were 

that Father Clive Caesar had developed a beautiful 

liturgy on environment which was used at the 

cathedral services during the Seasons of Creation. 

The cathedral was also in the process of developing 

its environmental policy. At the Holy Trinity 

parish, a highly successful workshop on care of the 

environment was held. The impression given by 

parish reports was that a lot of things were 

happening, but these were not always reported. 

 

Father Raynard reminded participants of the 2017 

Synod resolution encouraging “each parish to 

pledge one collection during the celebration of 

Seasons of Creation annually” to the ministry of 

the environmental to contribute to the affairs of 

the diocesan environmental desk. He asked 

environmental portfolio coordinators to assist their 

respective parishes in ensuring that these funds are 

donated to the relevant diocesan account. 

A presentation made by Green Anglicans Diocesan 

Coordinator Katlego Motswagae highlighted its role 

in the environmental ministry and the support they 

could give to parishes. Katlego explained that Green 

Anglicans were not a guild, but a movement involved 

in the care of creation. “Our current projects include 

advocacy on energy usage, and campaigns to 

promote anti-littering, gardening (especially of food 

and trees) and fighting plastic pollution,” she said. 

 

Dr Steve Mitchell of St Wilfred, Hillcrest, on behalf 

of the Environment Ministry Team presented a 

proposed environmental action plan intended to 

serve as a blueprint for the diocese as a whole. 

Environmental coordinators were asked to share the 

action plan with their parishes and guilds and return 

feedback. 

 

The Onward March of the Environment Ministry 

The environmental ministry in the diocese has made 

steady and impressive progress since it began to be 

formally organised following the 2017 Synod 

Resolution, thanks to the focused leadership of 

Father Raynard. 

 

As the work continues to unfold, parishes that are 

not yet in the fold will need to be strenuously 

encouraged to join God’s mission of care for his 

creation. There is a lot to be gained through the 

sharing of expertise, experience, advice and guidance 

that happens at diocesan meetings and through the 

support that parishes give to one another. The 

diocesan forum of environmental coordinators is also 

an effective platform for communication and 

fellowship. Parishes and guilds are asked to support 

this work and to get involved. Those who have not 

yet done so are urged to notify Father Raynard on 

the persons they have appointed as environmental 

representatives, or to contact him if they have any 

queries, concerns or suggestions. His email address is 

sh.admin@mweb.co.za. 

 

Archdeaconries and Parishes are also urged to invite 

Father Raynard, the Environmental Ministry Team 

and/or Green Anglicans of the Diocese to come and 

conduct workshops and assist them to have an active 

Environmental Ministry in their areas. 
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BOLDLY USING CHURCH LAND TO FIGHT 

POVERTY 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

The Rector of the Parish of the Resurrection, the 

Reverend Jessie Nkodi has revealed an ambitious plan to 

convert church land in Madidi into a vibrant agricultural 

production hub. The plan - to be implemented in 

partnership with Tumelong Mission – draws in donors, 

public and private actors in support of a community-based 

food production project aimed at fighting poverty and 

hunger. The parish will be responsible for the day to day 

operation of the project while Tumelong Mission will assist 

the project with business planning, capital raising from 

donors to procure implements, an irrigation system, 

fencing and storage facilities, sourcing of agricultural 

extension scientific expertise from state bodies, the supply 

of inputs such as manure, seeds and skills training from 

the commercial farming sector.  

 

“The Madidi food garden project is set to become the 

flagship social development project for the Magaliesberg 

Archdeaconry, showcasing what can be achieved if we 

make bold decisions to use our land to produce food for 

ourselves,” says Reverend Nkodi, who is also the clergy 

coordinator for social development in the Archdeaconry. 

 

At the end of July 2018, Tumelong Mission undertook an 

assessment of the use of the substantial land measuring it 

for farming. The assessment concluded that a food 

garden project was feasible and could potentially create 

two long-term direct jobs, with limited income 

opportunities, while significantly improving food security 

for the poorest members of the congregation. “We are 

grateful to Tumelong Mission for responding so quickly to 

our initial request for advice. This is a sure sign that this 

project is not a pipe-dream,” Reverend Nkodi says. 

 

The current challenge is the number of moles found in the 

soil. However, says Reverend Nkodi, the help requested 

from the Agricultural Research Centre and North West 

Department of Agriculture through Tumelong Mission will 

hopefully resolve this problem. The Madidi congregation is 

made up of a small community located in a poverty-

stricken region in rural North West. Plans to replicate the 

Madidi food garden project model in other 

Archdeaconries, are already taking shape. Reverend 

Canon Alan O’Brien, Archdeacon of Madibeng, is 

spearheading a similar concept, which involves the use of 

the land on the premises of Tumelong Haven in 

Maboloka. 

 

DIOCESAN GENDER 

COMMITTEE GETS DOWN TO 

SERIOUS BUSINESS 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

The Diocesan Gender Committee held its 

second meeting on 7 July 2018 at the Bishop 

Richard Kraft Centre in Pretoria West. 

Three main issues received detailed 

discussion at this meeting. 

 

Gender sensitisation workshop 

Sister Ruth Loubser, an expert on gender 

and sexuality, conducted a workshop to 

empower committee members with an 

understanding of key concepts and debates 

in the complex field of gender diversity and 

identity. 

 

Not only does the clash of cultures and belief 

systems play themselves out here but there 

is also a complex web of ever-growing 

terminology that can be very confusing and 

intimidating to the uninitiated.  

 

Christine Olifant, the Mothers Union 

representative in the committee, said the 

workshop was extremely useful. 

 

Cultural practices 

The meeting also dealt with the contentious 

issue of cultural practices in the church, 

specifically the perceived discriminatory 

treatment of girls and boys in the church. It 

seems that in some parishes girls or young 

women who are going through the natural 

process of menstruation are denied holy 

communion. In other contexts, those who fall 

pregnant out of wedlock are similarly 

excluded, while the male perpetrators 

remain free. 

 

The young people in the committee felt 

strongly that these practices were contrary 

to gospel values. The Canon for Gender was 

asked to report these practices to the 

Diocesan Chapter and seek appropriate ways 

of addressing them within the church. 

 

Thursdays in Black campaign 

The meeting resolved to popularise 

Thursdays in Black. This is a simple but 

powerful campaign which encourages 

everyone, men and women, to wear black 

every Thursday as a symbol of rejecting the 

unacceptably high levels of abuse and calling 

for a world without rape and violence. 
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VOICES FROM YOUTH DAY 
By Fana Jiyane 

 
 
 
 
 

Revd Canon Gilbert Mashiane, YouthChaplain 

said: 

“It’s exciting to see so many young men and 

women in the cathedral today coming to participate 

and celebrate the lives of the fallen ones and to 

fellowship and get to know one another as the 

youth of this diocese. That gives us great joy as 

clergy in the diocese that the youth ministry is 

slowly but surely being revived. We want to see 

similar events happening in our diocese where 

young people come together to fellowship and 

discuss social issues and the challenges they face. 

This will empower them. I am very grateful that 

even the bishop participated, came to conduct the 

service and preached. The teaching was spot on as 

integrity is lacking among young people, as indeed 

it does among adults too. I believe that through 

what they have learnt at this service today, the 

youth will go out equipped, knowing what is 

expected of them as children of God”. 

 

 
 

Dikeledi Madondo, Youth Advisor to the 

Interim Diocesan Youth Committee who led 

worship and prayers during the Eucharist, said: 

Dikeledi: “The gathering was very successful 

because the diocese managed to gather all youth 

from all seven regions of the diocese. The music 

was lively and interaction among youth from 

different parishes amazing. The service was 

great, and it gave us a sense of connecting with 

God in a special way. The message of the day 

was well received, and the youth are still talking 

about it. The clergy showed great support for the 

gathering and the guilds such as the Anglican  

The gender committee will conduct 

awareness campaigns against all violence, 

educate children and youth on abuse and 

related activities, and offer counselling 

support to those affected. Diocesan Canon for 

Gender Father Vernon Foster said the 

Thursday in Black campaign will begin to 

put into practice Bishop Allan’s challenge to 

work against gender-based violence and to 

pray especially for women and children who 

are caught up in abusive relationships. 

 

In his pastoral letter of May 2018, Bishop 

Allan lamented the dominance of reports 

about the abuse of children and women and 

described it as a “sad reflection of the decay 

of morality in our society. We really need to 

return to our core gospel values of respect for 

human life, the inherent dignity of all, and 

the need to provide protection for the 

vulnerable,” he wrote. 

 

You can join the campaign by wearing Black 

on Thursdays and saying NO! to the abuse of 

women, men and children. You can also wear 

the Thursdays in Black badge and encourage 

others to support the campaign. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because 

you are young but set an example for the 

believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith and in purity – 1 Timothy 4:12 

Sr Ruth Loubser facilitating the workshop 
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Women’s Fellowship and Mothers’ Union were also 

here to support us. The organisation was hectic, but, 

wow, the cathedral proved to be an awesome venue. I 

have to say that those who were not here missed out a 

lot.” 

 

 
 

Samantha Sparrow, Helen Evans and Simon Sparrow 

of St Martin-in-the-Field, Irene. Helen said: 

“I thought today was really enjoyable. It was really 

nice to see what other churches are like and the type 

of vibe they have. The drums were really good. All in 

all, it was a good day.” 

 

 
 

 

Kayleigh Thorpe and PhenyoKotlolo from St 

Stephen, Klipgat. Kayleigh said: 

 “The service was beautiful and reviving. It was good 

to see youngsters so immersed in a church event. 

 

 
Kagiso Dladla (President: Diocesan Youth Council),  
BoipeloLengwati (Deputy Secretary: St Agnes Guild)  
and GakeitsapeTabane (President: St Agnes Guild)  

give the event top marks. 
 

 

 
Near and far off: meeting old friends and making  new 

friends 
 

 

 
Time for everything: time to chill and to share. 
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LET YOUR ‘YES’ BE ‘YES’ AND YOUR 

‘NO’ BE ‘NO’ – YOUTH URGED TO 

LIVE LIVES OF INTEGRITY 
By Fana Jiyane 

 

 
Time to be ministered unto: Bishop 

Allan takes part in the youth 
programme after the service. 

 

The essence of being a Christian is to practice 

what you preach. 

 

This was the message Bishop Allan had for more 

than 400 young people from across the diocese 

gathered at the St Alban’s Cathedral to celebrate 

the national Youth Day. 

 

Bishop Allan said the words “Let your Yes be 

Yes, and your No be No” spoken in the Sermon 

on the Mount were a teaching that all followers of 

the Lord were required to be consistent or to be 

persons of integrity. 

 

“These words were said by Jesus, the Son of God 

who is faithful, who keeps his word. God kept his 

promise to Abraham. He kept his promise to 

liberate the oppressed people from Egypt. God 

was true to his word. God’s yes is yes!” he said. 

By contrast, Adam and Eve’s “Yes” became a 

“No”. The prophet Elijah’s “Yes “also became a 

“No” when he fled Jezebel, having previously 

agreed to be sent by God. 

 

The bishop told the youth that God invited us 

into a partnership and wanted us to have 

integrity. “God calls and if you disappoint, he 

will still find someone else,” he said.  

Bishop Allan concluded by urging the youth not 

to buy stolen goods and to say “No!” to bribery. 

“Do you want a good name?” he asked. “Then 

say no to lies. Do the honourable thing always. 

Live lives of integrity.” Earlier, the youth were 

welcomed by the Dean of the Cathedral, the Very 

Reverend Dr Kenneth Mashishi. In a brief but 

moving speech, Father Mashishi told the youth 

that they were always welcome to worship at the 

cathedral, which he called “The Mother Parish of 

the Diocese.”  

 

“The Cathedral is your church and God is your 

God!” he said. Youth Day commemorates the 

day in 1976 when more than 20 000 Soweto 

pupils began a protest march against a Bantu 

Education Department regulation that Afrikaans 

be used as one of the languages of instruction in 

secondary schools. 

 

Several hours later, police and youths were 

engaged in running street battles all over the 

dusty township. Hundreds of the youth were 

brutally killed and injured. 

 

During the next few weeks, dozens of other black 

townships across the country were involved in 

the most serious revolt against the white state 

since the Defiance and anti-Pass campaigns that 

peaked in 1960. After the service, Bishop Allan 

joined the youth in listening to a motivational 

talk by a guest speaker, Dr M. Mphuthi. His 

message can be summarised as: “Don’t allow the 

past and present to determine your future.” 

 

 
 

Bishop Allan paying a courtesy call during the 
Break at the Environmental Coordinators meeting. 

He is seen here with the environment chaplain 
Father Raynard Schovell and Green Anglicans. 
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KNOW YOUR DIOCESAN STRUCTURE 
By 

 George Mahlaela and Revd Canon Vernon Foster 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          

CHAPTER 

Deals with Clerical and Pastoral matters 

 

PARISHES 

Chapelries 

Mission Districts 

 Archdeaconries 

 Schools 

 Organisations 

 Institutions 

 Guilds 

EXECUTIVE FINANCE BOARD TRUSTEES 

DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATION 

DIOCESAN SYNOD + BISHOP 

 BISHOP 
DIOCESAN STANDING COMMITTEE 

Revd Nkodi inspects another community food 
garden on church land at St Stephen, Klipgat, 

a chapelry under her. Revd Nkodi says the Madidi 
food garden project will be twice bigger in size 

and much more productive. 

Maboloka Haven Creche 


