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 Diocesan Office:  
The Rt Revd Allan John Kannemeyer 
The Bishop 
PO BOX 1032, Pretoria Street 
Arcadia 0083 

 
 

Contact Details: 

Office: (012) 430 2345 

Fax (012) 430 2224 

Fax2mail: 086 273 4297 

Email: ptabish@dioceseofpretoria.org 

Website:www.pretoriadiocese.org.za 

 

Theme 

We’ll drink from these wells – “They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teachings and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 

 

Mission and Vision 

“To grow as a Christ-centred Church so 
that each Parish can support a Rector and 
become a forming centre of Spirituality, 
Mission and Ministry.” 

 

Editorial Team: 

Editing: Keneilwe Mangoejane 

Reports: Fana Jiyane 

Design: Tebogo Matshana 

 

We would love to hear from your parish, 
guild and organisation. Send short articles 
and photographs electronically to 
kmangoejane@gmail.com or call 083 628 
7577. 
 
Closing dates for all submissions 14 
days after every Diocesan Standing 
Committee meeting. 

 

COVER PICTURE: Bishop Allan, Reverend 
Jessie Nkodi, Dean Kenneth Mashishi with 
St Laurence Guild Executive 

 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE 2020 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION NEWS SERVICE 
 
Running from 23rd July – 2 August 2020 (guests arrive on the 
22nd) and convened by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
conference invites participants from over 165 countries and 
shapes the future direction of the Anglican Communion for 
the next decade. Inspired by the book of 1 Peter, the theme 
for Lambeth Conference will be ‘God’s Church for God’s 
World’. The event will call participants together for prayer, 
Bible study, reflection, fellowship and dialogue on shared 
topics, concerns and opportunities in the Anglican 
Communion. The conference will also explore important 
global issues, including climate change, gender justice, 
poverty, modern day slavery, peace and reconciliation. 
 
The heritage of The Lambeth Conference 
The Lambeth Conference has assembled around every ten 
years since 1867 to discuss the vision, action and service of 
the Anglican Communion in the world. The impact of the 
conferences has been wide and far reaching on a range of 
topics including the persecuted church, the plight of refugees, 
faith and order issues, marriage, the family, the ministry of 
women, racism, war and peace, Christian ethics, the Christian 
way of life, liturgical revision and structures for consultation in 
the Anglican Communion. The Anglican Alliance, which co-
ordinates development, relief and advocacy projects was 
created as a direct result of Lambeth 2008. 
 
One hundred years on 
The event in 2020 will also mark 100 years on from the 1920 
Lambeth Conference – a gathering that has become known for 
issuing ‘An Appeal To All Christian People’. This significant 
moment called for church unity and ecumenical activity. Held 
in the aftermath of the First-World-War, the appeal reflected 
the sense that churches must find ways of acting together to 
prevent future hostilities. 
 
Sharing hopes for The Lambeth Conference – Design Group 
members 
The programme for the 2020 event is being shaped by a 
Design Group comprised of archbishops, bishops, theologians 
and other lay members. The Design Group is chaired by 
Archbishop of Cape Town, Thabo Makgoba, the Primate of the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa. 
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 BISHOP SPEAKS  
 
Human Sexuality  
 

History reveals that religion inspires 
intolerance and even hate in some people 

while the same religion inspires love and 
compassion in others. This divisive 
phenomenon characterises the present 
experience of the church and society as it 
wrestles with the issue of human sexuality.  
 
In the early 1960’s the Methodist reverend 
Ted McIlvenna became aware of the plight 
of gay people in his community. He started 

to explore the situation of gays and 
lesbians in society in general, and in May 

1964 convened a three-day dialogue 
between clergy and gay and lesbian 

activists in California.  
 

The participants subsequently set up the 
Council on Religion and the Homosexual, 

which included Methodists, Anglicans, 
Lutherans and clergy from other 

denominations.  
 
The work of the Council on Religion and 
the Homosexual was the seed that 
eventually produced, many years later, 
changes in the political and theological 
understanding of human sexuality.  

 
As a devout Methodist preacher, Reverend 

McIlvenna set out to turn homosexuals 
into heterosexuals. He concluded, in the 

end, that people’s sex drive was as 
individual as their fingerprints and that 

they were not responsive to change 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Right Reverend Allan John Kannemeyer 
 
A cursory glance at the information that is 
available on the Internet reveals that Revd 
McIlvenna was hailed by many for his 

progressive work on human sexuality, 
while the same search reveals the extent 

to which Revd McIlvenna was denounced 
for his work. The members of the United 

Methodist Church who offered their 
opinions about his work on social media 

are sharply divided, and remain so, even to 
this day.    

 
The winds of change and the resultant 

divisive opinions about sexuality have now 
reached us. The introduction of the Civil 

Unions Act of 2006 in our country has 
pushed all churches to determine how 

members of the Church who enter Civil 
Unions are to be treated.  
 

Ten years after the introduction of the Civil 
Unions Act our Provincial Synod engaged 

for the first time in a cautious but 
meaningful way on the matter of 

Guidelines for those members of the 
Church who have entered Civil Unions.  
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The motion was lost, and the Archbishop 

set up a Commission on Human Sexuality 
at the end of 2016. The mandate of the 

Commission was to prepare an enabling 
proposal for this year’s Provincial Synod 

“to minister to those in same-sex unions 
and the LGBTI Community in the context in 

which ACSA operates in Southern Africa”. 
 

The official position of the Church is 
summed up in a Resolution of Lambeth 

Conference 1998 (I.10): “(the Conference) 
calls on all our people to minister 

pastorally and sensitively to all irrespective 
of sexual orientation and to condemn 

Homophobia”. The Provincial Synod of 
2002 adopted this position.  
 
The Archbishop’s Commission has done its 
work and has submitted a report for 

consideration by Provincial Synod at the 
end of September.  

 
The members of the Diocesan Standing 

Committee will be introduced to the work 
and recommendations of the Commission 

this morning. The intention is to help our 
representatives to Provincial Synod to 

gauge your responses, even if it is only a 
gut-reaction at present. 

 
As we prepare to engage in the debate, 

and especially in the consideration of the 
recommendations to Provincial Synod, I 
wish to put a few salient points before 
you.  
 
Firstly, we must weigh up, or balance the 
biblical injunctions against homosexuality 

against the compassionate spirit of Christ. 
What would Jesus do, becomes a critical 

question in discerning the mind of Christ 
for the Church in this matter.  

 
 

 

Secondly, the stigmatisation of people who 

are part of the LGBTIQ community is 
unacceptable. We must take care not to 

uphold, endorse, or reinforce un-Christlike 
prejudices and discrimination. We have 

seen this type of stigmatisation around the 
HIV/AIDS debate, which like human 

sexuality, also has a sexual component to 
it.  

 
And lastly, for what it is worth, I have 

wrestled with this issue for a long time, 
and I  have come to embrace the call for 

our Church to be an inclusive community 
which affords the love of Christ in full to 

all, regardless of their sexual orientation. I 
have come to believe that sexuality is not a 
choice, it is how God created us. 
 

State of the Nation 
  
President Ramaphosa was widely 

commended for the hope that his 
administration represented. But that hope 

is being challenged in no small measure. 
 
The Zondo Commission continues to 
reveal upsetting news about officials of the 
State and politicians who brazenly stole 
from the State. The economy is in a 
downward spiral and talks about our junk 
status in world markets are impacting on 
the value of the Rand. Almost one in three 
South Africans who should be gainfully 
employed, are not. 
 
The President himself is caught in litigation 

with the Public Protector. Then on the 
social front we have the scourge of 

substance abuse and the rising levels of 
inequality.  
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All this is indicative of the need for all of 

God’s people to act in ways that restore 
hope to our people. We must never waver 

to pray and work for a better life for all the 
people of God. Not only because we feel 

the effects of a shrinking economy in our 
own financial affairs, but especially 

because it is our divine vocation to 
intercede for those in authority. 

 

Stewardship 
 
We are deeply indebted to the Diocesan 
Stewardship Committee for the many 
hours of preparation that they have spent 
in preparing the material for this year’s 

Stewardship focus. Our gratitude is 
extended to Fr Phuphuu, Fr Garfield, and 

Fr Raynard for the insightful resources 
which they have prepared for our use this 

year. 
 

This year the Stewardship Committee has 
prepared the material for reflection on 

two of the four spiritual disciplines that 
our Synod theme suggests we drink from. 
The particular focus on ‘the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship’ will allow us to 
drink from these special wells which God 
in his goodness has provided for us. 
 
We wrongly fix our gaze, in some of our 
churches, on money when the Offertory in 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist becomes the 
most exciting part of the service. The 
Offertory is meant to be the time when 
the holy faithful people of God give what 

they have to offer to God. But this, sadly, is 
often turned into fundraising drives, with 

parish leaders cajoling parishioners to give, 
and give more.  
 
It is a clear sign that we have lost our focus 
when we need to resort to ‘clever’ ways to 
 
 

get the holy faithful people of God to give 

in response to God’s love and generosity.  
St Paul reminds us that God loves a 

cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). This means that 
the holy faithful people of God should not 

even need to be encouraged, lest they give 
under compulsion or reluctantly. We 

compromise the dignity of the Eucharist in 
our attempts to get people to give more.  

 
I commend the material for use in our 

Diocese in the hope that we will realign 
our response to the generosity and love of 

God. 
 

Litigation 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I must inform 

you that the Diocese of Pretoria has been 
summoned to defend a claim against us in 

the High Court. My predecessor has filed a 
claim to reimburse him for his legal fees 

which he incurred in his litigation in 2017 
to clear his name. A settlement was 

reached after five court days, and the 
parties were ordered to pay their own 
costs. The present action stems from our 
refusal to accede to the requests of Bishop 
Seoka to the Board of Trustees to pay his 
legal fees. Since we did not give consent to 
Bishop Seoka to litigate, we felt that we 
could not pay his legal fees. We are 
defending the matter and have filed our 
submissions. We now await the next step 
from Bishop Seoka. 
  
There is, as the saying goes, never a dull 

moment in the church. I have prayed and 
worked for the time of strife and conflict 

to be behind us, and I truly thought we 
were beginning to enter calmer waters. 
Now this. I’m not sure if I will have the 
strength to carry on should the Court rule 
that we should pay up. It will bankrupt us, 
to say the least. 
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New Ministries, New Opportunities, 
New Challenges 

 
We rejoice and are grateful before God for 
the new ministries that are emerging and 
the enthusiastic participation of our 
members in these. Jonas Mofomme has 
started to take services in the prisons 
around our city. The Guild of St Mary 
Magdalene has had their inaugural 
Conference in Rustenburg last month. And 
the Women of Charity, a longstanding 
ministry has started with steps to 
formalise their association. 

 
At the same time, we must begin to 

consider the effects of our Guilds on the 
cohesiveness of our local congregations. 
The local church, by definition, has 
something to do with a group of people 
gathered for and united in prayer and 
common liturgical service. Note that the 
definition speaks of a group, not groups of 
people who are united.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
The proliferation of Guilds in the local 

Church are beginning to impact on what 
our congregations are meant to be in the 

true sense of the word.  
 

More reflection on this is needed, but I 
have started to see how the demands of 

the Guilds are in competition with the 
demands of the local church. For example, 

just recently we had to remind the Guilds 
that assemblies of their members beyond 

parish boundaries cannot be allowed on 
Sundays because such assemblies take the 
focus away from the local church. I raise 
this here as a heads up, because as much 
as we want to encourage new ministries, 

we must at the same time consider the 
impact new groups have on the cohesive 

fabric of the local church.  
 

+ Allan, Pretoria  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HOLDS A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 
BY ELIZABETH PARENZEE, DIOCESAN CHILDREN MINISTRY BOARD CHAIRPERSON  
 

A hundred-and-five Sunday School teachers from all 7 archdeaconries gathered at St Alban’s Cathedral 

on 13 July 2019 to attend their annual conference.   

 
Reports from coordinators and teachers highlighted their need for affirmation and welcomed the fact 
that the Bishop’s office supportive of work being done. This was acknowledged by Bishop Allan and the 
guest speaker, Dr Surpy Izimangaliso Malatjie.  
 
The conference saw the induction into their new portfolios of board members who showed excitement 
at ending the year on a high note. Teachers were assured that they will be supported financially when 
attending workshops, conferences and camps. It was a day well  spent with lots of smiles all around.  
 
Our thanks go to St Alban’s Cathedral who always have their doors open to welcome the activities of 
the Children’s Ministry. As always thanks to Bishop Allan for being our champion and for being available 
whenever we call on him. 
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP 
 

 
6 September 2019 
 
To the holy faithful people of God in the Diocese of Pretoria 
  
“Do not plan harm against your neighbour, who lives trustingly near you.” (Proverbs 3:29)  
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
 
In recent days we have seen brutal and tragic attacks on women and children, as well as on 
our brothers and sisters from our continent.  

 
The Church, which is the extension of the teaching and salvation of Christ, would be wrong 

to remain silent when faced with the kind of concrete challenges we are faced with. Our 
society clearly seems to be in a sinful situation in need of the light of Christ and the word of 
God.  
 
We cannot be indifferent to the brutal murders of women, children, and our brothers and 
sisters from across the continent. It is with pain that we offer prayers for the horrifying 
spectacle of the situation in our country. We realize as we pray that our present is stained 
with so much blood, so many attacks on the dignity, the freedom, and even the lives of 
South Africans and foreign nationals. Yet we must be steadfast in prayer, and hold on to 
ideals of peace, even if we are a voice crying in the wilderness. We must continue to say 
“No” to violence, and “Yes” to peace.  
 
Ours is the task to come alongside our fellow Africans, alongside women and children, and 
stand in solidarity with them. We must say to our sisters and children, “We love you, you 
are special, and we will protect you from harm”. We must embrace the foreign nationals 
amongst us and say to them that the attacks on their dignity and livelihood do not happen 
in our name. We choose to stand by them. South Africa belongs  to all who live in it.  
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We understand that violence has left its indelible marks on our South African society. We 

are still struggling to shed the marks of the institutional and repressive violence of our 
recent past. Then there is also the spontaneous violence that is associated with gangs, 

domestic fall-outs, and crime. The spiral of violence that we see today contributes to the 
polarisation of the people of God in our country and on our continent.  

 
We acknowledge that the devastating effects of chronic poverty, high unemployment and 
inequality contribute greatly to the collapse of moral and ethical behaviour. We are 
confronted with a great number of souls living in scarcity, hardship and suffering. It is 
difficult to teach table manners to a hungry child, as the saying goes.  
 
The perception that our government and law enforcement agencies are compromised and 
lack the political will to effectively engage the issues, does not help.  
 

We can begin to make a difference by saying especially to the foreign nationals who share 
our spaces that we condemn the attacks on them and their brothers and sisters. We who 

are men can say to the women and children amongst us that we cherish you and will protect 
you from harm.  

 
We must not cease to lift up our voices in prayer for our country and our continent.  

 
We appeal and ask you to stand firm and resist the relentless and needless breaking down 

of legitimate authority as well as the disregard of our country's constitutional values, 
together with the law, public morality and civic responsibility.  
 
The late Archbishop Oscar Romero wrote that „the voice of the Father on Mount Tabor is 
the best guarantee there is for the Church‟s mission among men and women, which is to 

point out Christ as the beloved Son of God, and to remind them of the supreme duty of 
listening to him if they want to be truly free and happy‟. Archbishop Romero refers to the 
words in the account of the Transfiguration, when God is heard saying: “This is my beloved 
Son, listen to him” (Luke 9:35).  
 
As we listen to Jesus, we realise that He has such a special place in His heart for those on the 
margins of society. The cross of Christ has such deep meaning for the people of our 
continent. In His providence He has taken all of our suffering and hardship upon himself – 

and triumphed!  
 

Let us listen to Christ. He has much to say to us. We must look with confidence and hope at 

one of the challenging and uncertain moments of our history.  
 
Peace be with you. We pray the peace of Christ that surpasses all understanding especially 
over our foreign nationals, our women, and our children.  
 
Bishop Allan  
Anglican Bishop of Pretoria 
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PROVINCIAL SYNOD FAILS TO 

AGREE ON SAME SEX 

GUIDELINES  

 
BY FANA JIYANE AND 
BISHOPSCOURT MEDIA 
 

 
President of the Provincial Synod: 
Archbishop of Cape Town and 

Metropolitan of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa, the Most Reverend 

Thabo Makgoba 
 

The Provincial Synod of the Anglican 

Church of Southern Africa (ACSA) has 
failed to agree on a motion which 
proposed that the Province’s Synod of 
Bishops be asked to prepare guidelines on 
ministering to people from the LGBTQI 
community. The voting was 75 for the 
motion and 75 against, with 14 
abstentions. 
 

This was after the Archbishop’s 

Commission on Human Sexuality, set up in 
2016, presented its report. 

After the debate, this year’s Synod 
adopted a resolution saying it “notes, 

acknowledges and recognises” the work 
of the Archbishop’s commission, and sent 

the report to dioceses “for reflection, 
study and reporting back” to a new 

commission and to the annual meeting of 
the church’s Provincial Standing 

Committee (PSC). The resolution was 
proposed by Bishop Allan Kannemeyer of 

Pretoria and seconded by Bishop Steve 
Moreo of Johannesburg. 

 
In another motion, Bishop Kannemeyer 
proposed that since “issues of human 
sexuality are complex, diverse and 
evolving” the Province needed a 

permanent commission to replace that set 
up by the Archbishop.  

 
This resolution said the commission’s 

membership should reflect “the divergent 
views in the Province on this matter”. The 

motion, seconded by Archdeacon Moses 
Thabethe from the Diocese of 

Johannesburg, was adopted unanimously. 
 

Commenting on the outcome of these 
deliberations on human sexuality, 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, the President 
of the Synod, said the Archbishop’s 
Commission had sensitised more people 
to the issue but the discussion remained 
painful for everyone.  
 
“I am obviously disappointed in this year’s 

outcome, but take heart that (1) we now 
have a permanent commission, (2) we 

have tangible suggestions that we are 
sending to the faithful, and (3) that we 

have a year to review the situation. I will 
continue to soak everyone involved in 

prayer,” he said. 
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Climate change 

 
In other deliberations, the Provincial 

Synod has declared a “climate 
emergency” and called on parishes to 

recycle and to ban the use of plastic in 
their congregational activities, including 

items such as plastic straws, cutlery and 
water bottles as well as plastic and 

Styrofoam cups. 
 

Safe and inclusive church 
 

In a demonstration of its commitment to 
eradicate abuse, including sexual abuse, in 

the Church, Provincial Synod has adopted 
a ‘Resolution of Permanent Force’ which 
establishes a ‘Safe and Inclusive Church 
Commission’ to oversee the process. 
 

The nature of the resolution gives it 
higher status in church law than ordinary 

resolutions of the Synod. It is proposed 
that at the next Synod the ‘Safe Church’ 

initiative will be entrenched as an Act in 
the Church’s Constitution and Canons. 

 
Xenophobia 

 
Provincial Synod has also called for the 

declaration of a Day Against Xenophobia, 
using resources such as a special liturgy, 
readings, sermon material and posters and 
social media materials. 
 
“We should show publicly that the Anglican 
Church is a safe space for all,” Provincial 
Synod said in a resolution. 
 

Gender-based violence 
 
The Synod voiced its “abhorrence” at violence 
against women and children and called on 
men to change “whenever and wherever they 
stand in opposition to Christ with respect to 
their beliefs and treatment of women and 
children.” 
 

Resolution on Palestine 
 
Provincial Synod has voted to support non-

violent action to end Israel’s military 

occupation of Palestine, especially “well-
directed Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanction actions”. Condemning “all forms 
of anti-Semitism and Islamophobia”, the 
resolution described the situation in Israel 

and Palestine as “in some respects… 
worse than apartheid” and urged church 

members who travel on pilgrimages to 
Israel include Palestinian Christians in 

their itineraries. 
 

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
includes dioceses in Angola, eSwatini 

(Swaziland), Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Namibia, St Helena and South Africa. The 

Provincial Synod met at the Kopanong 
Conference Centre in Benoni from 24th to 

27th September 2019 under the theme 
“Review, Renew and Restore: 

Reconnecting faith to daily life.”  
 
It came just a year before the 150th 

anniversary of the first Provincial Synod 
marking the formation of the province in 

1870. It was preceded by a Synod of 
Bishops which met from 23rd to 24th 

September 2019.  
 

The Provincial Synod also comes just 
under a year before the 15th session of the 

Lambeth Conference (Lambeth 
Conference 2020) which runs from the 

23rd July until the 2nd August 2020 in 
London. It takes place approximately 

every ten years and brings together all 
active bishops of member churches of the 

Anglican Communion.  
 
The full text of resolutions of the Provincial 

Synod can be accessed on the ACSA 
website at 

http://www.anglicanchurchsa.org. 
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COMMUNIQUE FROM THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 
 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

 
September 2019 
 
To the beloved People of God, 
 
Grace and peace to you! 
 
The Synod of Bishops met in Kopanong, Benoni, from Monday 23 to Tuesday 24 September 2019. 
The Synod was preceded by the meeting of the Electoral College for the Diocese of Mzimvubu, 
where the Rt Revd Tsietsi Seleoane, currently Suffragan Bishop of Natal, was elected as Bishop of 
Mzimvubu. 
 
Synod began with the celebration of the Eucharist, where we heard a refreshing homily from the Rt 
Revd Steve Moreo, Bishop of Johannesburg, on the passage in the book of Ezra about the return of 
Israel. Ezra’s ministry, to help a people returning to rebuild, renew and reform their social, religious 
and physical lives, resonated well with the commitment of ACSA – expressed in the theme of 
Provincial Synod – to review, renew and restore with a view to reconnecting our faith to our daily 
lives. 
 
The Archbishop welcomed the Bishop of Port Elizabeth, the Rt Revd Eddie Daniels, and Bishop -elect 
Luke Pretorius of the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist, who were attending Synod for the first t ime. 
Also in attendance were two Vicars-General, the Ven Keith de Vos from Cape Town and the Very 
Revd Tanki Mofana from Lesotho. 
 
Synod met against the backdrop of confusion in the South African political landscape, of fresh 
outbreaks of xenophobic attacks against fellow Africans from other nations and of renewed activism 
over the scourge of violence against women, children and other vulnerable people. This situation is 
very disturbing and cause for major concern, and we endorse our Archbishop’s appeal to the Church 
to join civil society in mobilising to end these evils. We urge girls in our Church to demand an end to 
the way in which too many boys and men in our society treat women. We urge boys to set an 
example to the rest of society by treating all, especially girls and women, with respect, dignity and 
compassion. Let Anglican youth groups throughout our Province become renowned for being safe 
spaces in which young women feel valued and young men are admired in their communities for their 
caring and respectful treatment of girls and women. We also urge people in our parishes to stand up 
for other vulnerable people such as migrants in South Africa. As disciples of Christ we are bound to 
be sensitive to God’s people who happen to come from outside our borde rs. We condemn the 
violence meted out against them, we express our condolences to those who have lost members of 

their families and we share our prayers for the traumatised. 
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We remind all of the words of Joshua: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
In our discussions on situations outside South Africa, our hearts were warmed as we heard the good 
news of the successful peace initiatives in Mozambique and prayed for that country as they prepare 
for elections 
Bishops shared the sadness and pain around the resignation of the Bishop of Natal, the Right Revd 
Dino Gabriel. The Bishops accepted his resignation and resolved to show their love, care and support 
for the Diocesan family and for Bishop Dino and his family. The Bishops resolved that Pastoral 
Letters on the situation should be sent to the Diocese and to the Bishop.  
 
Further reflection ensued on the Diocese of Zululand, where the Rt Revd Monument 
Makhanya resigned last year. The Archbishop reported that he had asked the Archbishop of the 
Province of Central Africa to minister to Bishop Makhanya for three months. The Vicars-General of 
the Diocese, retired Bishop Funginkosi Mbhele and Canon Hamilton Mbatha, will continue their 
ministry of oversight and pastoral care in the Diocese.  
 
Synod discussed ways of ministering to the Rt Revd Adam Taaso, the Bishop of Lesotho, who has 
suffered an incapacitating stroke, and his family. In consultation with the Diocese, it was agreed that 
he should go on retirement with effect from 31 January 2020. 
 
We noted that no women clergy have recently been elected as bishops and agreed that there should 
be an intentional effort to investigate why this is the case. The Archbishop has established a 
commission to do this work. 
 
A report was presented by Lay Canon Rosalie Manning on ensuring a Safe & Inclusive Church in 
which no one suffers abuse of any kind. Professor Barney Pityana presented a preliminary report on 
the Archbishop’s Commission on the College of the Transfiguration. We also heard a report on the 
Archbishop’s Commission on Human Sexuality. All three reports were scheduled to go before 
Provincial Synod. 
 
Synod also discussed the issue of clergy who are active card-carrying members of political parties. It 
was agreed that the practice should not be encouraged as it has potential to polarise congregations. 
We also reflected on the way in which we could emphasise the importance of saving the 
environment by moving towards holding paperless synods. Bishops also expressed concern for the 
sustainability of HOPE Africa. 
  
The Bishops bade farewell to Bishop Oswald Swartz, Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman as he goes on 
retirement. Bishop Ossie was thanked for his wonderful episcopal mi nistry in ACSA. 
 
We commend you to God’s love and keeping and ask you to remember us in prayer as we meet in 
Provincial Synod to discern God’s will as we grapple with some of the critical issues that face us as 
Church. 
 
“To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy — to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power 
and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  Amen.” — Jude 

24-25
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BISHOP ALLAN DEVOTES 

TIME TO HAVE FUN 

WITH THE “LITTLE ONES” 

ELIZABETH PARENZEE, DCMB Chairperson, 
shares with us the blessings of a church that 

cares for children 
 

Bishop Allan set aside precious time to spend 

with 703 children and 113 teachers who 
descended on the Diocesan St Alban’s College 
for Boys on the 7th September 2019 for a day 
of fun. 
 
It was a chilly Saturday morning, but 
excitement was buzzing in the air. Indeed, 
God gave us a beautiful day to spend with our 
children.  
 
We were impressed with the kitchen area of 
our diocesan school which was made available 
to us to prepare lunch. The stage where dance 
presentations would take place was 
marvellous and the fields where games would 
be played a little later well kept.  
 
It was with anticipation that the children 
waited on Bishop Allan to start the 
proceedings. The message from the Bishop 
was serious, and he brought into context the 
recent spate of violence that racked Gauteng, 
especially Pretoria and Johannesburg.  
 
The message was an exhortation to accept 
one another despite our differences, and to 
share this beautiful earth that God has given 
to all his children.  
 
As teachers we realised how important it was 
to instil Christ-centred values in our children 
and teach them that the Jesus within us 
should be visible to everyone. 
 
 
 

The children were excited to start their song 
and dance, where they showed that they al l 
belonged to God and whatever they did was 
in service of Him. The dances were certainly 
indicative of that, and it was a pleasure to see 
the detail that went into the dress and 
choreography. The 16 competing groups kept 
the judges on their toes. It was a lot of FUN 
and at the end every group got their chance 
to be on stage. 
 
Lunch was busy as always, and all teachers 
jumped in to feed the children with hotdogs, 
apples, juice and party packs. Of course, this 
was just fuel for the energy needed to tackle 
the games. Here the kids just took over the 
games themselves, although the jumping 
castles were overseen by adults and were 
popular as always. Elsewhere skipping ropes, 
sack races, egg and spoon races and hula 
hoops were put to work. It was wonderful to 
hear the cries of joy and laughter and the all-
round buzzing. 
 
The City of Tshwane paramedic services had a 
quiet day, with only one child feeling unwell 
and a teacher who forgot to take her 
medication and who then needed some 
attention. The marshals and safety officers 
also had an easy day after the ground rules 
were explained to the obedient children. The 
clean-up of the grounds took a while, but 
finally the last sweet paper was picked up and 
the last taxi left the grounds. A job well done, 
and all glory to God! 
 
The Diocesan Children’s Ministry Board 
(DCMB), our Chaplain Fr Gilbert Mashiane, 
teachers and volunteers from the different 
Archdeaconries and our children from the 
Diocese of Pretoria, thank the different staff 
members from St Alban’s College who made 
this Children’s Day with The Bishop possible. 
And a special thanks to Bishop Allan for his 
ministry of presence. The photographs say it 
all and we trust we will be welcome again in a 
few years to spend time at St Alban’s College! 
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Children’s Fun Day with Bishop Allan, 7th September 2019 
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Children’s Ministry Conference, 13th July 2019 
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Children’s Day Poem  

read by a child from Pretoria East Archdeaconry 
 

 

Holy and Gracious Jesus: 
we your children come before Your presence with so much joy, 
to give You honour and praise for blessing us with this FUN day. 

 
We dedicate this day to You, Lord, 

in the only way we, as children, know. 
 

We have come to worship you 
with song, dance, laughter, games and fun, 

knowing that seeing children happy brings You pleasure. 
 

Abba Father, we grow up in a dark and confusing world, 
tempted by fashion trends, music, drugs, and stuff on social media. 

 
By the power of your Holy Spirit 

help us to fight the world and the devil 
by standing firm on your truths and promises 

taught to us by our teachers in the Children’s Ministry. 
 

Sweet Jesus, our master and friend, 
help those who have authority over us to understand 

that we are young for only a short while. 
 

Let them take time to show and teach us 
the wonderful things of your creation. 

Help us to discover the depth of your mercy and grace. 
 

Lord, give our parents, teachers and caretakers wisdom 
to see us not as objects to abuse, 

but as gifts to them to be loved and treasured. 
 

In steadfast faith, Father, we ask all this 
in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ 
whose name is above any other name.  

Amen.
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HEALTH CORNER 

October is National Breast Cancer Month. 
Dr JTD MANAMELA, a general medical 

practitioner, shares some valuable 
information on how to prevent breast 

cancer. 
 

BREAST CANCER 
 

OVERVIEW 
 

Breast cancer is cancer that forms in the 

cells of the breasts. 

 
After skin cancer, breast cancer is the most 

common cancer diagnosed in women in 
the world. Breast cancer can occur in both 

men and women, but it's far more 
common in women. 

 
Substantial support for breast cancer 

awareness and research funding has 
helped create advances in the diagnosis 

and treatment of breast cancer. Breast 
cancer survival rates have increased, and 

the number of deaths associated with this 
disease is steadily declining, largely due to 
factors such as earlier detection, a new 

personalized approach to treatment and a 
better understanding of the disease. 

 

Symptoms 
 
Signs and symptoms of breast cancer may 

include: 
 A breast lump or thickening that 

feels different from the 
surrounding tissue 

 Change in the size, shape or 
appearance of a breast 

 Changes to the skin over the 
breast, such as dimpling 

 

 

 A newly inverted nipple 
 Peeling, scaling, crusting or flaking 

of the pigmented area of skin 
surrounding the nipple (areola) or 

breast skin 
 Redness or pitting of the skin over 

your breast, like the skin of an orange 

 

When to see a doctor 
 
If you find a lump or other change in your 

breast — even if a recent mammogram 
was normal — make an appointment with 

your doctor for prompt evaluation. 
 

CAUSES 
 
Doctors know that breast cancer occurs 
when some breast cells begin to grow 
abnormally. These cells divide more 
rapidly than healthy cells do and continue 
to accumulate, forming a lump or mass. 

Cells may spread (metastasize) through 
your breast to your lymph nodes or to 
other parts of your body. 
 
Breast cancer most often begins with cells 
in the milk-producing ducts (invasive 
ductal carcinoma). Breast cancer may also 
begin in the glandular tissue called lobules 
(invasive lobular carcinoma) or in other 
cells or tissue within the breast. 
 
Researchers have identified hormonal, 
lifestyle and environmental factors that 
may increase your risk of breast cancer.  
 
But it's not clear why some people who 
have no risk factors develop cancer, yet 
other people with risk factors never do. It's 

likely that breast cancer is caused by a 
complex interaction of your genetic 
makeup and your environment. 
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Inherited breast cancer 
 

Doctors estimate that about 5 to 10 
percent of breast cancers are linked to 

gene mutations passed through 
generations of a family. 

 
A number of inherited mutated genes that 
can increase the likelihood of breast 
cancer have been identified. The most 
well-known are breast cancer gene 1 
(BRCA1) and breast cancer gene 2 
(BRCA2), both of which significantly 
increase the risk of both breast and 
ovarian cancer. 

 
If you have a strong family history of 

breast cancer or other cancers, your 
doctor may recommend a blood test to 

help identify specific mutations in BRCA or 
other genes that are being passed through 

your family. 
 

Consider asking your doctor for a referral 
to a genetic counsellor, who can review 
your family health history. A genetic 
counsellor can also discuss the benefits, 
risks and limitations of genetic testing to 
assist you with shared decision-making. 
 

Risk factors 
 
A breast cancer risk factor is anything that 
makes it more likely you'll get breast 
cancer. But having one or even several 
breast cancer risk factors doesn't 
necessarily mean you'll develop breast 
cancer. Many women who develop breast 
cancer have no known risk factors other 
than simply being women. 
Factors that are associated with an 
increased risk of breast cancer include: 
 
 

 Being female. Women are much 

more likely than men are to 
develop breast cancer. 

 Increasing age. Your risk of breast 
cancer increases as you age. 

 A personal history of breast 
conditions. If you've had a breast 

biopsy that found lobular 
carcinoma in situ (LCIS) or atypical 

hyperplasia of the breast, you have 
an increased risk of breast cancer. 

 A personal history of breast cancer. 
If you've had breast cancer in one 

breast, you have an increased risk 
of developing cancer in the other 

breast. 
 A family history of breast cancer. If 

your mother, sister or daughter 
was diagnosed with breast cancer, 
particularly at a young age, your 

risk of breast cancer is increased. 
Still, the majority of people 

diagnosed with breast cancer have 
no family history of the disease. 

 Inherited genes that increase 
cancer risk. Certain gene mutations 

that increase the risk of breast 
cancer can be passed from parents 

to children. The most well-known 
gene mutations are referred to as 

BRCA1 and BRCA2. These genes 
can greatly increase your risk of 

breast cancer and other cancers, 
but they don't make cancer 
inevitable. 

 Radiation exposure. If you received 
radiation treatments to your chest 
as a child or young adult, your risk 
of breast cancer is increased. 

 Obesity. Being obese increases 
your risk of breast cancer. 
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 Beginning your period at a younger 

age. Beginning your period before 
age 12 increases your risk of breast 

cancer. 
 Beginning menopause at an older 

age. If you began menopause at an 
older age, you're more likely to 

develop breast cancer. 
 Having your first child at an older 

age. Women who give birth to their 
first child after age 30 may have an 

increased risk of breast cancer. 
 Having never been pregnant. 

Women who have never been 
pregnant have a greater risk of 

breast cancer than do women who 
have had one or more pregnancies. 

 Postmenopausal hormone therapy. 
Women who take hormone 
therapy medications that combine 

oestrogen and progesterone to 
treat the signs and symptoms of 

menopause have an increased risk 
of breast cancer. The risk of breast 

cancer decreases when women 
stop taking these medications. 

 Drinking alcohol. Drinking alcohol 
increases the risk of breast cancer. 

 

PREVENTION 
 
Breast cancer risk reduction for women 
with an average risk 
 
Making changes in your daily life may help 
reduce your risk of breast cancer. Try to: 

 Ask your doctor about breast 

cancer screening. Discuss with your 
doctor when to begin breast 

cancer screening exams and tests, 
such as clinical breast exams and 
mammograms. Talk to your doctor 
about the benefits and risks of 
screening.  

Together, you can decide what breast 

cancer screening strategies are right 
for you. 

 Become familiar with your breasts 
through breast self-exam for breast 

awareness. Women may choose to 
become familiar with their breasts by 

occasionally inspecting their breasts 
during a breast self-exam for breast 

awareness. If there is a new change, 
lumps or other unusual signs in your 

breasts, talk to your doctor promptly. 
Breast awareness can't prevent 

breast cancer, but it may help you to 
better understand the normal 

changes that your breasts undergo 
and identify any unusual signs and 

symptoms. 
 Drink alcohol in moderation, if at all. 

Limit the amount of alcohol you 
drink to no more than one drink a 
day, if you choose to drink. 

 Exercise most days of the week. 
Aim for at least 30 minutes of 

exercise on most days of the week. 
If you haven't been active lately, 

ask your doctor whether it's OK 
and start slowly. 

 Limit postmenopausal hormone 
therapy. Combination hormone 

therapy may increase the risk of 
breast cancer. Talk with your 

doctor about the benefits and risks 
of hormone therapy. Some women 

experience bothersome signs and 
symptoms during menopause, and, 

for these women, the increased 
risk of breast cancer may be 
acceptable in order to relieve 

menopause signs and symptoms. 
To reduce the risk of breast cancer, 

use the lowest dose of hormone 
therapy possible for the shortest 

amount of time.  
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 Maintain a healthy weight. If your 
weight is healthy, work to maintain 
that weight. If you need to lose 
weight, ask your doctor about 
healthy strategies to accomplish this. 

Reduce the number of calories you 
eat each day and slowly increase the 

amount of exercise. 
 Choose a healthy diet. Women who 

eat a Mediterranean diet 

supplemented with extra-virgin 

olive oil and mixed nuts may have a 
reduced risk of breast cancer. The 

Mediterranean diet focuses mostly 
on plant-based foods, such as fruits 

and vegetables, whole grains, 
legumes, and nuts. People who 

follow the Mediterranean diet 
choose healthy fats, such as olive 

oil, over butter and fish instead of 
red meat. 

  

Advertisement – Clerical Clothing 
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SPIRITUALITY: 
MAGALIES RETREAT  
 

A REFLECTION BY MELISHA 
PATHER, A LICENSED LAY 
MINISTER AT ST MARTIN’S IRENE 
ON A RETREAT DIRECTED BY FR 
GARFIELD JACOBS, RECTOR OF ST 
TIMOTHY AT THE REEDS 
 
 

St Martin’s retreatants (l-r): Annete 
Mnyande, Maki Jiyane, Wilfred Cola, 
Melisha Pather and Thobeka Mahlati 
 

There is something different about being 

surrounded by nature whilst on a spiritual 
retreat. The peaceful surroundings 
accompanied by sounds of nature make 

for easy reflection. We were greeted by 
grunting pigs, quacking ducks and a proud 

peacock displaying itself in all its colorful 
splendor.  

 
Father Garfield had us going in military 

style as was outlined within the 
programme. The crisp mountain air 
brought us a fresh awakening. We 
gathered at the verandah as we eagerly 
waited for God’s first message.  
 

I always go with an expectant heart 

contrary to what others say. So I looked 
forward to what lay ahead.  We were 

reminded that this is a quiet weekend so 
we should try and maintain silence during 

our prayer and time of reflection.  
 

We had four talks and celebrated the 
Eucharist daily. The following are 

memorable highlights of the weekend. We 
were reminded that God is our sovereign 

Lord, crowned King of Kings, Saviour of 
the World and majestic redeemer. His 

Grace is sufficient for us, all we need to do 
is believe and trust in Him. Are there 

things that we do to gain God’s favour? 
This was one of the questions posed to us 
for reflection.  
 
The great thing about our Father is that he 

is like an earthly father that disciplines us 
and sets us on the straight path again. We 

will never be thrown out; we are always 
allowed back in the house again.  Most of 

us related to the older son in the parable 
of the prodigal son. Likewise with the 

parable of the vineyard workers of those 
that worked a full day, others an hour but 

they were given equal wage.  
 

We believe in a generous God who 
lavishes us with his grace. Nothing will get 

us into the kingdom of God, no good work 
but just grace. Jesus died for our sins past, 
present and future, nothing and nothing 
can separate us from the love of God.  
 
We have unfortunately conformed to the 
pattern of the world. We have to be alert 

as Satan is a thief, he will come to steal, 
kill and destroy. He shifts our focus from 

God and robs us of spending time with 
God.  
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Spiritual warfare! Ephesians Chapter 6 vs 

10 reminds us to put on the armour of 
God. We must have a spiritual rule of life 

and be rigid about it – no exceptions 
when it comes to praise and worship and 

prayer time.  
 

Our last morning Fr Garfield had us hiking 
up a little hill to a cross that stood at the 

top. The path was filled with small rocks, 
pebble stones, tuff weeds and thorns.  

I am unfit so I found this short path so 
challenging and I was out of breath.  

 
The scenery as I continued ascending left 

me in awe as I believed I’m standing on 
holy ground. The beautiful Magaliesberg, 
a picturesque of peace! And while taking 
in all of this beauty I reached the top.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

My spiritual journey is much the same. I 

stumble and fall but my great God is ready 
to pick me up.  

 
I rise again to be set on eagle’s wings, 

never to stumble and fall as long as my 
God is with me, no one can stand against 

me. 
 

I also realized that Satan is constantly 
tempting us therefore we must be 

vigilant.  
 

We must remain steadfast and faithful to 
overcome such evil and react 

appropriately that will be pleasing in 
God’s eyes.  
  

 

COMING UP IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE KINGDOM 
 

Do not miss the next edition of your diocesan newsletter, The 
Kingdom, which will carry the following stories: 
 

 A full report on the ANGLICAN’S ABLAZE CONFERENCE 

 
 The BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 
 A SPECIAL FEATURE on the Parish of St Stephen’s, Lyttleton  

 
The planned date of publication is the first week of December. To 
ensure that your stories are covered, please send them in by 22 
November at the latest to the editor at kmangoejane@gmail.com. 
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SERVERS’ GUILD’S BEEN 

BUSY OF LATE 

BY PHEMELO MOGAKWE 

PRESIDENT: ST LAURENCE SERVERS’ 
GUILD  

 

I believe that as servers we have been 

called by God to serve at his altar. As the 
guild, we seek to groom servers so that 
they can grow spiritually and in 
knowledge. So, we put a lot of effort 

giving biblical teaching and learning about 
the “Anglican way.” 

 
THE PORT ELIZABETH CONFERENCE 
 
We recently attended a magnificent 
servers conference over three days in Port 
Elizabeth, from 28th to 30th June 2019. It 
was exciting to be in Port Elizabeth with 
our fellow brothers and sisters of servers ’ 
guilds from other dioceses.  We learnt a 
lot during that conference. 
 
My warmest moment was seeing how 
they servers were interested in learning 
other people’s languages. It was a good 
trip and our servers did enjoy themselves 
as well as growing in fellowship and love 

as a community.  
 
DIOCESAN QUIET DAY 
 
We held our Diocesan Quite Day on 13th 
July 2019 at the Parish of St Jude’s in 
Hartbeespoort in the Archdeaconry of 
Madibeng.  
 
Our lives today are busy, everyone is 
talking or doing one thing or the other - 
no one seems to be listening.  
 
 

 

Quiet time is a discipline which teaches us 
to withdraw in order to be alone with God 

– to listen and hear what he has to say. 
 

Our Chaplain the Reverend Jessie Nkodi 
led us. The theme of the quite day was 

“Confident in the Lord” and taken from 
Psalm 11.  

 
It made feel good about being the 

President of this guild of St Laurence, 
knowing that light of the Christ is in this 

guild, we are growing spiritually thanks to 
our chaplain who is guiding us to in the 

right path.  
 
ON THE PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
 
On the 10th August 2019 we celebrated 

our martyr and patron, Saint Laurence. 
The service was held at the St Alban’s 

Cathedral with the theme of 1 Samuel 3:7-
11 which is about the call of Samuel.  

 
During the service, Bishop Allan 

commissioned the new Diocesan 
Executive of St Laurence Servers Guild. At 

the lighting of the candle, the bishop 
admonished the executive to lead with 

faith, honesty and loyalty to Christ. 
 

Thereafter, we took an oath that we will 
lead this guild right, help our members 
grow spiritually and love one another as 
Christ loved us.  
 
This was a joyous event celebrated 
through song and worship. I thank the 

Diocesan Executive of St Laurence who, 
with God’s help, worked very hard to 

make this event the success that it was. 
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St Laurence Guild Inspiring Events 

 

The servers’ conference 
was held at St Boniface 

Anglican Church, 
Middleburg, in the 

Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth. 
 

Some of the servers 
posing for a photograph 

with Father Xolisile (rear 
centre), the servers 

Chaplain in the Diocese 
of Port Elizabeth.  
 

“Come let us worship 
and bow down. Let us 
kneel before the Lord 
our Maker. For he is the 
Lord our God; we are his 
people and the sheep of 
his pasture” Psalm 95:6-

7 
 

Servers getting ready for 
the service during the 

Quiet Day at St Jude’s in 
Hartbeespoort. 

 
“I shall go unto the altar 

of God, even unto God 
my joy and delight.” 
Psalm 43:4 
 
Servers attending the St 
Laurence patronal 
festival at the Cathedral 

of St Alban the Martyr 
in Pretoria. 
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CELEBRATING WOMEN’S 

DAY WITH MOTHERS 

 

August is (in the secular calendar) a 
month dedicated to celebrating 
women. OLGA HADEBE and PENNY 
MAKETEKETE tell us how the 
Mothers Union in two of our 
parishes was in the forefront of 
creatively organizing events which 
were aimed not only at enjoying 
themselves, but which also sought 
to inspire, empower and raise 
funds for good social causes in 
pursuit of God’s mission. 
 

 

ST MARTIN, IRENE 
BY OLGA HADEBE 
 

The newly established branch of the 

Mothers Union at St Martin’s hosted a 

successful Women’s Day function on the 
17th August 2019. 

 
Mrs Johanna Rathete, the guild’s parish 

leader, says the aim of the event was to 
raise funds to support the implementation 

of the guild’s objectives, which include 
care for communities in need. 

 
“The event has helped the St Martin’s 

Mothers Union branch establish its first 
budget, without putting pressure on the 

parish’s scarce resources,” she said. 
 
The function, which took the form of a 

lunch was patronised by people from 
diverse backgrounds, including non-

parishioners.  

New relationships were formed, and the 

spirit was jovial through-out the day. 
 

Mrs Rathete adds: “It is also my 
observation that that those present 

appreciated what could be achieved 
through such a gathering. Since then, the 

Mamelodi branch has held theirs, and our 
members have supported them.” 

 
The event was fortunate to have three 

accomplished and inspiring women 
straddling the health, legal and finance 

professions as guest speakers. 
 

Dr Nombuso Zulu spoke on women’s 
health, raising children and mental health. 
She discussed how women who have 
been abused as children carry those scars 
into adulthood.   

 
She described the pandemic of sexual 

abuse as more than a psychological or 
sociological issue but as a spiritual 

pathology that needs to be broken 
spiritually.   

 
Advocate Sandiswa Nkula-Nyoni’s 

presentation explained how an 
appropriate criminal justice diversion 

programme can give a child offender a 
second chance by sparing them a criminal 

record and addressing the root causes of 
criminal behaviour.  
 
The Deputy Governor of the South African 
Reserve Bank (SARB), Nomfundo 
Tshazibana, spoke on economic and 
financial issues.  

 
She highlighted the disproportionate 

socio-economic burden on the shoulders 
of women, who earn 63% less than their 

male counterparts yet spend as many 
hours on unpaid labour.  
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Ms Tshazibana’s speech touched on issues 

of unemployment, financial management 
and the mandate of the SARB. Responding 

to questions from the audience, she 
warned that an IMF loan or bail-out would 

be disastrous for the country. 
 

 

ST TIMOTHY, THE REEDS 
BY PENNY MAKETEKETE 
 

St Timothy’s Women’s Day event 

assumed the form of a fundraising high 
tea at Irene Country Club, located in the 
lush, serene and picturesque suburb of 

Irene. The air feels clean, very clean and 
the environment as if one is far away from 

busyness of city life. 
 

We chose this venue because we wanted 
to make our celebration special and 

memorable and because it is not too far 
from the parish, and therefor within reach 

of where parishioners served by St 
Timothy’s leave. 
 
Our event combined high tea relaxation 
and fellowship with learning from our 
guest speakers and raising money. We are 
seeking to raise funds for the building of a 
multipurpose centre on church premises 
that will serve the community of The 
Reeds – not just the church but also the 
world around it. 
 
Ladies from different professions, cultural 

and religious backgrounds graced the 
occasion. The theme centred on the role 

of a woman as a mother, wife and worker 
or professional. Our speakers included 
former police commissioner Riah Phiyega, 
Gauteng MEC for health Dr Gwen 
Ramokgopa and motivational speaker and 
cancer survivor Noma Mbali.   
 

The event was more than successful, both 

in terms of attendance – we were 
expecting 100 ladies and were 

oversubscribed by 10 – and the money 
raised, making our dream of building the 

multipurpose centre hopeful. The 
feedback we have received from those 

who were there was overwhelmingly 
positive, with ladies saying the messages 

were educational, informative and 
empowering. Ladies are looking forward 

to the next one! 
 

Servant of the Lord: Rector of St Martin’s Fr 
Siphiwo Bam showing up to give support to 
his parishioners at the MU function 
 
“The function created a platform for 
communities, especially women, to share 
their experiences, so that we can learn and 
improve our circumstances. While similar 
functions actively exclude male 

participants, we pride ourselves in that the 
welcome presence of our Rector Fr Bam, 

churchwarden and a couple other men 
highlights a picture of a family-oriented 

church, which is what St Martin’s is.” 
 

 - Olga Hadebe, Churchwarden: St Martin 
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ST MARTIN’S WOMEN’S DAY FUNCTION IN PICTURES 
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ST TIMOTHY’S WOMEN’S DAY HIGH TEA IN PICTURES 
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MU COMMEMORATES 

MARY SUMNER 

 
The Mothers’ Union in the Pretoria Diocese 
joined thousands of Anglicans worldwide in 
commemorating Mary Sumner, the founder of 
the organisation. She is commemorated in a 
number of provinces of the Anglican 
Communion on 9 August. In this article LAY 
CANON MOLLY MOTLHOPE explains the 
significance of the day and the legacy of its 
founder. 
 

The Pretoria diocese event was held at the 

Mogwase Parish in the Rustenburg 
Archdeaconry on the 10th August 2019, with 
the theme: Following Mary Sumner footsteps.  
 
It started with a procession and followed by a 
Eucharist service which was led by our 
diocesan chaplain Fr Siphiwo Bam. The 
readings were from Deuteronomy 6:4–13 and 
Matthew 17:14 – 20. The message for the day 
was love, dedication to God and faith. 
Mothers were reminded to have faith in all 
that they do.  
 
Afterwards, a number of activities were held 
which were very entertaining and aimed at 
reminding mothers why the Mothers’ Union 
was formed. These activities included songs, 
poetry and drama. 
 
So, who is Mary Sumner and why is she 
celebrated by the Mothers Union?  
 
Starting at the beginning 
 
The Mothers’ Union organisation was 
founded by Mary Sumner in 1876 in the 
Church of England parish of Old Alresford, 
near Winchester, where her husband was 
rector. She was inspired to start the 
movement after the birth of her first 
grandchild.  
 
 

Remembering her own difficulties when she 
was first a mother, Sumner wanted to bring 
mothers of all social classes together to 
provide support for one another and to be 
trained in motherhood, something which she 
saw as a vocation.  
 
How did Mothers’ Union grow in her 
lifetime? 
 
For the first nine years, the Mothers’ Union 
remained a parochial organization, a format 
copied in a few places around the country. 
However, Mary addressed the women’s 
meeting of the 1885 national Church Congress 
and focused on the two ideas central to her 
Mothers’ Union group: being a good example 
to children and keeping prayer central to the 
life of the family.  
 
That speech led to Mothers’ Union being 
commended by the Bishop of Winchester, 
Harold Browne, as a pattern to be developed 
across the diocese. From there it spread 
rapidly in Britain and across the 
Commonwealth. Within a year it was 
operating in four continents and by the turn 
of the century it had 169,000 members. Mary 
Sumner was unanimously elected president of 
this international organisation in 1896 and 
remained actively involved in the organisation 
until her death in 1921. 
 
Where are the memorials to Mary Sumner 
around Winchester Cathedral? 
 
George and Mary Sumner are both buried in 
the graveyard to the south-east of the 
Cathedral. Commemorated in the Anglican 
calendar on 9th August, local members 
annually place flowers on her grave on that 
date. Mothers’ Union remains the greatest 
memorial to Mary Sumner, with 4 million 
members in 83 countries continuing to 
support marriage and family life through 
diverse community and development 
projects. 
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Pretoria Diocese Green Anglicans celebrated 
the environmental month by hiking at 
Hennops. LAY CANON MOLLY MOTLHOPE 
reflects on their experience and the benefits of 
hiking  

 

Hiking is a great source of pleasure for us, 

besides its obvious health benefits. Once we 
leave the crowded streets of a city and go out 
for a walking tour away from the mad world, 
we really feel free. 

The open air has a bracing effect on the mind. 
The congestion of the city, the uproar and 
tumult, the intolerable noise of traffic, the 
depressing daily routine all these are 
forgotten, and the mind is at liberty.  

We then feel like running, leaping, singing and 
laughing. How merrily we travel mile after mile 
in the company of friends! 

Hiking takes us near the beauties of nature. 
The sight of wildflowers, streams, trees and 
bushes is pleasing.  A contact is established 
between us and nature.  

 

The sounds of nature, like the murmur of a 
brook or the song of a bird, acquire a new 
meaning and significance for us.  

After a nice walk, members enjoyed a nice 
braai. 

YOUTH DAY AT CHRIST 

THE RESSURECTION 

BY HOSEA MOKOENA 

 

The congregation at Christ The Resurrection in 

Madidi celebrated a joyful Youth Day on 16 
June 2019. 

Young and old during the Youth Day event 

 

The youth engages in various activities 
which included drama, poetry and 
inspiring speeches while the adults 
listened and watched. 

Young people performing drama 

After church the youth surprised their 

fathers by throwing them a party. 

GREEN ANGLICANS MARK 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONTH 

THROUGH HIKING 


